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Welcome back Ladies and
Gentlemen, boys and girls to the
home of football in Kent for this
afternoon’s first match of the
season against Swindon Town.
There is an air of excitement
ut the start of a

always
and aniu Iiﬁ.ﬂl- M ab

fresh campaign and this year that

exps jon 1s as high as ever as we

kick-oft the new season In a brand

new division. We certainly have an
exciting year in prospect with, what
for me is arguably the most

impressive collection of teams ever

the

to grace third tier of the game
coming to Priestfield over the next
nine months. We will be T-d(lhc_} some
truly top dass opposition in the
coming weeks and there will be
plenty of opportunity for our young,
up and coming players to impress.
All of this was made possible by
events on that amazing day in May
when Simeon Jackson’s stunning last
minute goal at Wembley clinched our
promotion from League Two at the
expense of Shrewsbury Town. The
Play-Off Final was a sensational day
out for all our supporters who once
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again were a credit to the dub but
has also seen our profile rise which
can only be a positive step for the
future of the club

Sadly for me those events are now
tinged with personal tragedy as just
two weeks to the day after our
play-off victory my Mother, who had
been at Wembley to join in the
celebrations, passed away suddenly
From the moment | first became
involved with Gillingham Footbal
Club my Mother has been ever
present at every home fixture in the
Directors’ Box. For my Family, my
Father and all the supporters who
came to know her over the years she
will be very sadly missed and as a
mark of respect her seat in the
Directors’ Box will remain unoccupied
for the season ahead

It has been a source of great
personal satisfaction to me, and no
doubt our supporters too, 1o see 50
many of our star performers, Andy
Barcham, Simon King and Curtis
Weston commit their futures to the
club by signing new or extended
contracts over the summer. In my
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opinion we now have one of the
most exciting young sides that | have
ever seen assembled at Gillingham
and there is huge potential for these
players to develop in the coming
years. The fact that these players see
their futures with Gillingham is a
ringing endorsement of the excellent
coaching skills of Mark Stimson and
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There is always room to improve a
squad though and | have been
waorking hard throughout the summer
to secure the players that Mark ahead
of the challenges of League One
football. At the time of writing Kevin
Maher, Chris Palmer, Rashid Yussuff
and Jacob Erskine have all arrived on
permanent contracts while centre-half
Josh Gowling recently arrived on loan
from Carlisle United to boost our
defensive options. We are still trying
to tie up one or two maore signings

before the close of this summer’s
transfer window, neither deal has
been completed yet but we don’t give
up and will hopefully be successful
sooner rather than later

As you have no doubt seen on our
regular weekly features on Sky Sports
News the team have been working
hard in pre-season and have enjoyed
some good workout in their friendly
fixtures. Sadly injuries to Stuart Lewis
and Adam Miller picked up at Bishops
Stortford, combined with Dennis Oli's
knee strain and Kevin Maher’s shin
injury incurred at Calais and Crystal
Palace respectively, means that we
start the season with our squad
significantly depleted. Perhaps the
biggest concern is the ankle ligament
injury Simon King sustained in the
friendly at Bromley, which following a
series of scans now seems much
worse than we originally expected.
Fortunately they all have youth on
their sides and with luck we will see
them all back in action soon.

| would like to give my arateful

thanks to all of our fans for their
continuing support of the club this
season. |I'm delighted to say that our
Season Ticket uptake this season has
exceeded our financial expectations
and new Season Ticket applications
are still arriving at the club as | write.
| would also like to welcome Nick
Nicolau and Mike Sullivan back to the
dub who together with Max Scally
will be broadening the scope of our
Commercial Team. Their strategy for
this season will be to reach more
people throughout the county and
make all efforts to increase turnover
in the commercial department
|

he Gills

n

Up

Paul D.P. Scally

Chairman
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Mark
STIMSON

Tondane(

First of all | would like to start by
welcoming Danny Wilson, his

Swindon Town team and all their It or b

supporters to krbs Priestfield. | ‘ e !

hope they had a good trip here beat n in the

and | wish them a safe journey = rar £Ing

home and the best of luck for the ) g ague One r

rest of the season. xatin ague witl big
Over the summer we have i Lenn JI Nias a Kkneeg ana a e ver ere ]

SOIne new players 1o == | ouad probleny nich 1s like ¢ i e I
v Chric Palmaer n kst ' -
namely Chns Paimer, Kevin Mal ra ks al th | 1 €

opuons n Cen e while To EVE

(Yussuff) is a young left-sided central the games we have played
midfield player with an eye for a good  had a four day trip away to L
forward | Young Jacob is a r 1 t f ’

orward and someone who impressed jood spint amongst tf

against Bromley inad r the four days we trair I Mark
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SAY NO TO BAD LANGUAGE
IN OUR FAMILY AREAS

Show some respect for -‘

our younger fans. lllp

Pledge your support at:

www.enjoythematch.co.uk — FOOTBALL LEAGUE
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COMINGS AND GOINGS

Mark Stimson has strengthened his
squad this summer with a total of
four new faces arriving at the
krbs Priestfield. First to sign was
experienced midfielder Kevin Maher
(above) who ended a year-long
pursuit by finally signing on a two
year deal from Oldham Athletic.

He was joined for the start of
pre-season by Chris Palmer, a two
footed winger who spent last
season with League One rivals
Walsall.

Centre half Josh Gowling joined

| CONGRATULATIONS

engagement. Congratulations too from everyone a
- p | y

for the big day.

——————— e ey

the Gills on an initial one month
loan from Carlisle United in mid
July and is likely to come straight
into the side this afternoon in the
absence of injury victim Simon
King. While our latest arrival is
creative midfielder Rashid Yussuff
who signed from Charlton Athletic
this week after impressing on trial
in pre-season.

A whole host of former favourites
moved on to pastures new this
summer most notably long serving
legend Nicky Southall who has
linked up with Andy Hessenthaler
at Dover Athletic. Ex-Captain
Andrew Crofts could well be
returning to Priestfield this season
with his new outfit Brighton and
Hove Albion while Wembley hero
Josh Wright has stepped up to the
Championship with Scunthorpe
United.

Gary Mulligan and Albert Jarrett |
remain in League Two signing for |
Northampton Town and Barnet
respectively. The duo will come up
against another familiar face in
2009/10 as Stuart Thurgood will
be starming in Dagenham &
Redbridge’s midfield this year after
joining John Still’s side from Grays.

Gills supporter Lee Patten would like to pass on his congratulations

n their recent

GFC and good luck

TODAY’S MASCOTS

Leading out the Gills on their return to League One this
afternoon will be local girls Sade Rider and Elly Honour.
Eleven year old Elly (top) is from Chatham and is
pictured celebrating our play-off victory at Wembley
Eight year old Sade (bottom) is from Strood

b, and is looking forward to meeting her favourite
player Simeon Jackson.

| Everyone at Gillingham FC would like to wish the
girls a great day out at Priestfield and let's hope
you can lead the boys out to wictory

SIR BOBBY
ROBSCOCN

As I'm sure you

are all aware the

football community

the

atl (ne

Robson cocked up a

- PR | < A -
age of 76. As a pla

Y =<

staggering 626
appearances, scoring 141 goals in a
17 year career with Fulham and West
Bromwich Alhion. After retiring he
embarked on a glittering managerial
career that would see lowly Ipswich
Town rise from relative obscurity lo
Uefa Cup champions in 1981

He left
England in 1982 leading his country

-

Portman Rg

d toc manage

to the World Cup semi-finals at Italia

30, making Robson the most

successful England Manager since

PHILIP TURNER

ib were a leeply saddened
{ the pa ol
' | | Qhan
a IWday Il I'-l' iy
t | J d Stand
! Ki it ind sh
1 3 ths
following the club for 65 years
Everyone at Gillingham Football Club
would like to send their condolences

to Philip’s family and friends.

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM 09



RAPID FIRE

Q When you were young what
did you never want to eat for
dinner?

A | was a fat little thing when
| was younger so not much,
but one thing was spaghetti
hoops!

Q Would you ever consider a
career in the media and do
you think you could do my
job?

A 1 was thinking of this the
other day. | think | could do
the bizzo. | would one day like
to do reverse roles - me and
you! | do my blog anyway so
I've got a foot in there.

Q If you were stuck on a
deserted island and had to eat
a team-mate, who would be
the first to go?

A | would probably eat
Cammo (Mark McCammon)
because there is so much meat
on him.

Q How often do you cook at
home - if at all?

A Never - next question!

Q What ambitions do you have
in life?

A To be a millionaire and it ain’t
through football!

Q Which person from history

would you most liked to have
met and why?

ADAM MILLE

Jesus - before anyone says it,
it would be like looking in the
mirror. Let’s be honest, he'd
have a few tales to tell!

If you had to be a fish, which
fish would you be?

Is a shark classed as a fish?

A great white - they rule the
ocean - yeah, I'd like to be
Jaws.

You bump into the Gaffers
car in the car park, tell him

or not?

Drive off. Rapid. And laugh!
if someone dropped a £50
note on the street, keep it or
hand it in?

I'll keep it and I'll enjoy it.

Would you rather spend a day
with Pele or Pamela Anderson?
Pam all day long! She is easier
on the eye and let’s be honest,
I'm 2 man! I'm not going to
pass that up am I?

What's your nickname and
where did it come from?
There's a few nicknames.
Marmite is the main one -
either you love me or hate
me! Richards, Lewis and
Nutter | think came up with it
Which teammate would you
never room with and why?
Alan Julian. Personal hygiene
is an absloute disgrace! Plus |
can't stand looking at his barnet.

You can read Adam’s popular blog every week at www.kentsportsnews.com

10 THE HOME OF REAL FOOTBALL IN KENT



After a bruising pre-season for
Gillingham the Physio’s room has
come to resemble an episode of
Casualty in recent weeks. Head
Physio Paul Smith brings us all the
latest news from the treatment
table.

Simon King and Stuart Lewis
{above) both have similar injuries;
Stuart was caught from behind in the
friendly at Bishops Stortford while
Kingy landed awkwardly at Bromley
and went over on his ankle. They
have both been for scans, and after |
guestioned the results of Simon King’s
original scan, the seconded confirmed
that, like Stuart, Simon has ruptured
ankle ligaments. From an injury of
that nature we're probably looking at
three months before the two lads are
back in contention

According to Stuart’s surgeon, if you
were to survey players in the football

GILLINGHAM v SWINDON TOWN

INJURY NEWS

league as many as 8 out of 10 now
play without that ligament so you can
continue wathout it. With rehabilitation,
strengthening and balance work it
shouldn’t be a problem, although
they may have to play with strapping.
They are both walking, albeit with a
bit of a limp, but the fact that they
have both suffered the same injury
should induce a bit of competitiveness
between the two to push each
other on.

Adam Miller injured his foot in the
3-1 win at Bishops Stortford, his
foot was trodden on as he tumed
on the ball and he heard a crack
A precautionary x-ray revealed
nothing so we suspect it was a partial
dislocation and the sharp shooting
pain he expenenced was the bone
touching a nerve. With rest the
problem has resolved itself and atter a
bit of hitness work he's back in action

Last weekend’s win over Crystal
Palace saw Kevin Maher imp off in
the first half but his injury is far less
severe than early indications
suggested. It's basically like a dead
leg but on the front of the shin.
We're only looking at a week, he
might struggle for today but he
should be in contention for Tranmere
next wesk,

Dennis Oli got caught in the Calais
match and has injured his medial
knee ligament. We thought he'd be
out for a month to six weeks but we
now expect him to return in time for
Colchester or Hartlepool, he’s a quick
healer.

Andy Pugh should have been back
training with the first team on
Thursday after picking up a groin
strain in the warm up in Calais
Hopefully he’ll be ready to play some
part in the match this afternoon

Mark Bentley damaged his groin
whilst working on his fitness ahead of
pf(--st-—m‘m A lot of the Ih-g'. Ao theswr
own training over the summer and i’
a credit 1o Benno's protessionalism
that he was putting the extra hours
in. He was out lor three weeks but
came back for the Inendly at Aveley
He's lacking a httle bat of fitness but
he'll make that up In Nno time

Finally, | would like to thank
Dermagate, our new medical room
sponsors. Dermagate are a chain of
pharmacies operating throughout the
Kent region and have kindly agreed to
supply all Gilingham FC's medical
requirements this season.
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Pre-Season Round-Up
Part Ones,

Folkestone Invicta 0
Gillingham 3

11.07.09 - Buzzlines Stadium
Scorers: Rooney, McCammon,
Yussuff

Mark Stimson’s side had been
scheduled to start their pre-season
campaign with a friendly against
Tonbridge Angels in memory of
former Gillingham youngster Jack
Maddams.

Unfortunately the Angels were
forced to call of the game due to
ongoing work to the pitch at
Longmead so Folkestone kindly
stepped in at the last minute to fill
the void.

The Gills fielded a full strength side
with Stimson naming two separate
line-ups to contest each half and not
surprisingly the visitor's quality
showed against their opponents from
the Ryman Division One South.

Barcham and Rooney looked
particularly dangerous down the two
flanks and it was the youngster who
finally broke the deadlock in the 26th
minute, turning his man on the right
hand corner of the box before

\ A=arti1 \Aialln
vidl L1 VVENC

dlipping a low shot in off the far post.

Summer signing Chris Palmer made
his debut appearance in the second
half and could not have wished for a
better start. Rashid Yussuff played
Palmer in behind the Invicta defence
in the 46th minute and his low cross
was easily converted by Mark
McCammon from a yard out. Palmer
went one better 20 minutes from
time, once again collecting a neat
through ball from Yussuff before
placing his finish under the keeper to
complete the scoring.

Dartford 2
Gillingham 4

14.07.09 - Princes Park
Scorers: Rooney, Barcham, Wynter,
Parkes

Three days later The Gills faced a
stronger test against north Kent
neighbours Dartford of the Ryman
Premier League.

The wisitors got off to a flying start
after just 10 minutes when Andy
Barcham's stinging drive was blocked
but fell at the feet of Luke Rooney
leaving the youngster with a simple tap

12 THE HOME OF REAL FOOTBALL IN KENT

in. In the 37th minute Andy Barcham
doubled their advantage pouncing on
an under hit back pass before slotting
home beyond the advancing Sam Mott

The celebrations had barely died
down when Rooney’s former youth
team strike partner Adam Burchell, on
trial with the Darts, beat Royce with a
wicked drive into the far corner. Then
on the stroke of half time the net
bulged again as another ex Gills
youngster Adam Flanagan headed
home from a comer to level the scores

After wholesale changes at half time
Gillingham struck twice more to seal
the win, first Tom Wynter rose above
the home defence to nod home
Palmer’s 51st minute corner. Then, a
little over ten minutes from time, on
trial Watford full back Jordan Parkes
crowned an impressive display by
burying the fourth into the bottom
left comner after a clever through ball
from Stuart Lewis.

Faversham Town 0
Gillingham 5

16.07.09 - Salters Lane
Scorers: Lewis, McCammon 2,
Rooney, Yussuff

Mark Stimson’s men rattled eight
goals past their Kent League
opponents without reply last
season but were made to work
harder against a much improved
Faversham side.

It took a moment of magic from
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Stuart Lewis to break the deadlock as

the midfielder powered home a rare

strike from 25 yards to put the visitors
| 1-0 up at the break

Two minutes after the restart and

| with a full change of personnel
| Gillingham doubled their tally. Luke
| Rooney cut in behind the home
defence and crossed from the right
for Mark McCammon to head in at
the far post. Soon after Rooney got
himself on the scoresheet, ghosting in
at the far post to slot home John
Nutter's deep cross from the left.

Luis Cumbers played in Rashid
Yussuff for the fourth which saw the
former Charlton midfielder draw the
keeper before planting a dever flick
into the far corner. Then, as a violent
lightning storm broke over East Kent,
Cumbers daimed another assist
crossing from the left for McCammon
to complete the scoring with his
second of the game

Welling United 2
Gillingham 0

18.07.09 - Park View Road

For the fourth and final time,
Mark Stimson fielded separate
elevens in either half of this
fixture against Blue Square South
Welling.

Adam Miller, Curtis Weston and
trialist Jordan Parkes all went close for
the visitors in the first 45 minutes but
each time their best efforts were

thwarted by former Gills keeper
Charlie Mitten.

The Wings took the lead midway
through the second half when Simon
Royce blocked Tony Finn's shot from
distance only to see Sanchez Ming
sweep the loose ball into the net.
The redoubtable Mitten then denied
a cheeky lob from Yussuff and
another fierce drive from Lewis
before Jake Hobbs got the better of
Sam Long on the Gills right and
finished with a sweet shot into the
bottom corner.

Bishops Stortford 1
Gillingham 3

21.07.09 - Woodside Park
Scorers: Oli, Miller, Rooney

The Gills faced Blue Square
South opposition for the second
time in three days as Mark
Stimson fielded his strongest
eleven for the first time in
pre-season.

It took just nine minutes for the
visitors to score; Curtis Weston fed
Dennis Oli who beat the keeper at his
near post with a dever finish from
just inside the box. Stortford were
back on level terms shortly before the
half hour after Mark Wrnight hit a
thunderous free-kick into the roof of
the net

Worryingly In the 33rd minute Stuart
Lewis left the field on a stretcher with
suspected ankle hgament damage

and Stimson’s woes were o increase
soon after. On the stroke of half time
Adam Miller turned in Barcham’s left
wing cross to restore the Gills lead
but it would be his last action as he
was replaced at half time with a
similar ankle injury. The one bright
spot of an otherwise quiet second
half saw Luke Rooney net his fourth
goal in five outings with a blistering
free-kick into the top right corner

Aveley 1
Gillingham 0

22.07.09 - Mill Field

Twenty four hours later, Mark
Stimson took no chances with his
senior squad as a second string XI
featuring a mixture of trialists
and youngsters took the field in
Essex.

Despite their lack of expenence
Gillingham’s youngsters gave a good
account of themselves with Andy
Pugh, Luis Cumbers and trialists
Yussuff Moses Ahikodi and Rimmel
Daniel all spurning chances 1o open
the sconng

In the second hall another trialist
Nathan Ashton struck the cross bar
while Tom Wynter, Jack Payne and
Charlie Stimson all missed the mark
from good openings. Their profligacy
was punished in the 68th minute as
Ellie Kayembe climbed above the
visitors defence to head home the
only goal of the game.

GILLINGHAMFOOTBALLCLUB.COM 13



- - b~ -
- { Wt C
el = r ] i irie
] C il
-~ 4 ) ¥ $

When the fixtures are compiled,
the dubs are split into pairs. In
each set of fixtures, if one of the
two clubs in each pair has a home
game, the other would be away.
The couplings are ucl;a‘ilv based on
geography. This season, for pxa'ﬁp:;_
West Ham United were paired witt
Dagenham and Redbridge. One

theory as to why we had such a

nsecutive home starts was

based on the possibility of Gillingham
being paired with Northampton
for the may:arlw of this c-;r od

run of Co

Until

ounty Ground
nshire County
d away

they didn't interfere too
cricket season. Having

1-2 at the County Ground
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Northampton next hosted an opening
day fixture in

seas S

1995 their first full
on at Sixfields. Gillingham
couldn’t have been uc,l’(—" vith

il
Northampton that year as we also

yegan 99':—‘.- at home. Our run of
successive opening days at Priestfield,
which '\ad started in 1887-8,

continued until 1998

9. So, did

Gillingham regularly use the home

advantage during that period of a
dozen seasons to get off to a good
start? The answer, sadly, is no. In

> m :-,'rr_'l'.-:s, we won only y fou

and the

drawn

remainin

The first
campaign,

n in divisio

loss came In the
our fifteenth successive

Seaso n th in the days
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) &

when the leagues ran from one to
four. Swansea, newly promoted from
the basement, were our opening day
visitors. The match was decaded In
favour of The Swans by a poor
penalty decision seven minutes from
time, the referee, despite being we
behind play, and with no
his linesman, deciding that centre
Alan Walker had brought down a

wansea player in the pena
The spot-kick was converted nrd r;
Gills, who had twice come from
br—\k—r. i, thanks to goai& from Gavin

scock and Steve Lovell, lost 3-2.

T,m,: penalty was the

signal from

first of sixtee
that we conceded during the
and all but one resulted in goals
Gillingham lost ninete

the odd goal and suffered a record
thirteen home league defeats during

With a run of ten

350N,

2N games by

the season.
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successive league defeats between
September and November and almost
three months between division three
victories later in the campaign, it is
little wonder that we finished bottom
and were relegated. It was a truly
treacherous campaign, overseen by
three managers; Paul Taylor, who was
sacked and replaced with Keith
Burkinshaw, and Damien Richardson,
who took over when Burkinshaw
resigned during the [atter stages.

Division

Our next opening day defeat was
four years later, on the opening day
of 1992-3, also by a 3-2 scoreline
Although we were still in the bottom
division, the formation of the
Premiership had led to rebranding
and Gillingham were now a third
division club. Our opponents were
Northampton Town, both sides
having to cope for the first time in a
competitive fixture with the newly-
introduced back-pass rule, which was
brought in to eliminate time-wasting
whereby goalkeepers were prevented
from handling back passes, the
penalty for doing so being the award
of an indirect free-kick to the
opposition, to be taken from where
the infringement occurred. Lawrence
Osborne, making his debut for The
Gills, scored in the first couple of
minutes to give us the perfect start
against The Cobblers. It was the only
goal the injury-prene Osborne, who
had joined us from Maidstone United
for £30,000 in December 1991,
scored for the club. By the time a
knee injury forced him to announce
his retirement from playing in
February 1294, he had made just six
appearances in a Gillingham shirt. By
the interval we trailed 2-1, Steve
Brown, after twenty-two minutes, and
Morrys Scott, on the stroke of half
time, scoring for the visitors. After
Mark O'Connor equalised fifteen
minutes into the second half,
Gillingham put Northampton under
considerable pressure, with new
signing Trevor Aylott unfortunate not
to mark his first appearance with a
goal, the striker hitting the post with
two efforts and seeing another well
saved by visiting goalkeeper Derek

Richardson. A last-minute defensive
blunder resulted in Town’s player-
manager, Phil Chard, cracking home
his sige’s winner

The following season, our unbeaten
home record once again failed to last
beyond the opening day. After the
traumatic fight against relegation to
the Conference in the previous
campaign, a battle that was only won
with one week of the season
remaining, The Gills had endured a
summer of upheaval, with manager
Glenn Roeder walking out in order to
take charge of Watford. He had
planned to take his assistant from his
time at Priestfield, Mike Flanagan
with him, but the ex-Charlton
forward remained at Gillingham and
was named as Roeder’s successor

Is surely to kick off with
a goalless game. The

ginning with the

Blackpool in

The new boss welcomed new
signings, Gary Micklewhite and Neil
Smillie to the dub in his programme
notes for his first game in charge, the
visit of Chesterfield on the opening
day of 1993-4, believing their
experience and professionalism would
help the team as a whole and the
younger players in particular, Despite
having 70% of possession and
winning the corner count 9-0, The
Gills, missing striker Paul Baker, out
through injury, failed to turn
superionity into goals. The Spireite:
took an undeserved lead when Andy
Morns’ shot in the thirty-ninth minute
went in off the underside of the bar
Mark

Jules went through 1o score a second

and, with twenty minutes 10 Qo

qoal for the wisitors, Andy Arnott

went dose to redudng the arrears
when his seventy-third minute shot
hit the underside of the bar as The
Gills started their centenary season
with a 2-0 home defeat.

The fourth defeat came in 1998-8,
the last in our run of home starts,
when we faced Walsall. New record
buy Robert Taylor, a £500,000 capture
from Brentford, was in our line-up
but lacked fitness, having missed out
on pre-season following an injury.
The striker was largely ineffective and
those fans hoping for an immediate
return on the outlay were disappointed
It was another new signing who
scored the only goal of the game,
centre half Darren Carr, who had
joined from Chesterfield, unfortunately
heading into his own net to give the
visitors a 1-0 victory in a game
attended by 5,712. After the match,
Gillingham manager Tony Pulis said
that it was probably the worst the
team had played since he had
become manager, which was three
years earlier, describing it as a poor
performance and nowhere near
acceptable,

One step up from an opening day
defeat is surely to kick off with a
goalless game. The four drawn
matches over the course of the twelve
year run of home starts all ended 0-0,
beginning with the visit of Blackpool
in August 1987

Competitions
The summer had seen the

of Tony Cascarino, scorer of thirty

departurs

oals in all competitions the previou
g !
season, to Millwall, for a fee of

{:25 OO‘:J A "‘{"-l. ement tor I Wa

eded, but manager Keith Pead b

suUMmmer SIgninags were detender Gary

West entral getender rom Lincoin
City wi 1 £" ) ind midhield
er George Shipley, a £40,000 capture
trom Charlton Athlelic, Qur previous

home game, the Play-ONf Final hirst

leq against Swandon three months
earlier. had attracted a crowd of
16,775 1o Priestfield, but the glory
had once again disappeared
and the division three match against
Blackpool was watched by only
4,430. The visitors showed little
inclination, after a promising start, to

hunters
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win the match and The Gills were
unable to finish off any of the few
chances they created. A further blank
in our second league game, a week
later, when we lost 2-0 at Grimsby,
added evidence to the belief that we
were lacking firepower since the
departure of Cascanno. However, that
notion was thoroughly dispelled on
the following two weekends as The
Gills notched up eighteen goals
thrashing Southend United 8-1 and
Chesterfield 10-0

In 1989, two years after being
eleven minutes away from a coveted
place in division two, Gillingham
found themselves back in the
basement league. The start of the first
season back in the fourth division
(1989-90) coincided with an injury
crisis at the club that resulted in our
line-up for the opening day visit of
Aldershot featuring six players,
including one of the substitutes, who
had previously made just nine first
team appearances between them
The defence was particularly
inexperienced, including two
debutants, eighteen-year-old Russell
Norris at right back, making the first
of only three starts for the club, and
centre-half Steve Thompson,
seventeen, in his one and only league
appearance in a Gillingham side
Thompson’s partner in the centre of
our defence was Ricky Pearson, the
oldest of the trio, who turned
nineteen two months later Towards
the end of the previous season
Pearson had started two games and
come on as a substitute in another
Elsewhere in the side, seventeen-year-
old forward Peter Beadle had only

made two previous appearances for
the club, one fewer than midfielder
Tony Eeles. On the bench was Lee
Palmer, whose previous first team
experience consisted of one game,
the final home fixture of the 1987-8
season, against Rotherham United. In
the circumstances, a goalless draw
watched by a crowd of 3,670, against
& club that had also been relegated at
the end of 1988-9, wasn't a bad start
to the campaign. However, three days
later, manager Damien Richardson
named the same thirteen players (only
two substitutes in those days) for
the visit of Leyton Orient, newly-
promoted from the fourth division, in
a Littlewoods (League) Cup first round
match, and The Gills lost 4-1, a result
that rendered the second leg
practically meaningless.

Goalless draw number three came
on the opening day of 1994-5
our sixth successive season in the
basement, which began with a match
against Hartlepool United, who had
been relegated at the end of 93-4.
Five players were booked, with one,
United's Keith Oliver, going on to
receive a red card for a second
caution, with eight minutes to go.
The Gills should have won, new
signing Adrian Foster was denied a
goal on his Gills debut thanks to an
excellent save from visiting goalkeeper
Barry Horne, Paul Baker and Paul
Watson both hit the woodwork whilst
Neil Smith saw his drive cleared off
the line. Priestfield’s capaaty at the
time had been reduced to 6,231 due
to an insufficient number of barriers,
those that were already installed not
being in the right configuration and
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the pitch perimeter walls and fences
failing a loading test, leading to the
possible need for them to be rebuilt
However, this was not necessary in
the end, an alternative solution, the
construction of a continuous
protective barrier running parallel with
the length of the walls, being
adopted. Half the barrier work (which
included painting them bright yellow)
had been completed durng the close
season, with the remainder due by
the end of October, when the
capacity was due to increase to
around the 10,000 mark. However,
even a capadcity of just over six
thousand was sufficient for the visit of
Hartlepool, the match enticing just
2,956 through the Priestfield

turnstiles.

Temporary

Optimism was high at the start of
1997-8, our second season back in
the third tier of English football,
following a good pre-season for The
Gills. With two days to go before the
opening day visit of Preston North
End, there had been only two
additions to the squad, Mick
Galloway, whose temporary loan
move from Notts County had been
made permanent, and Paul Smith, a
£195,000 signing from Brentford that
was largely funded by the £160,000
brought in from Neil Smith’s move to
Fulham. On the eve of the new
campaign manager Tony Pulis further
strengthened his playing staff with
the signings of goalkeeper Neil Moss,
who joined on a three-month loan
from Southampton, and centre-back
Barry Ashby, who arrived from
Brentford, for £140,000. The
transformation of Priestfield had
begun, with 1,500 of the 2,500 seats
in the brand-new Gordon Road stand
licensed for use. Chairman Paul Scally
said at the time, “| cannot tell you
how relieved | was to see the stand
open. Several people bet me that it
would not be ready in time and
nothing gave me more pleasure than
to prove them wrong!” Gillingham
and Preston played out a goalless
draw, a result that Pulis felt was fair
The Gills then failed to score in their
next two games, a 1-0 home defeat
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against Birmingham in the Coca-Cola twenty-three minutes. By half time Stuart Naylor, in goal for City. The
(League) Cup and a 0-0 draw at the visitors were down to ten men, visitors ended the first half w
Burn Mark Hine having been dismissed for

Saving the best until last, we now nd b

vell and
'lT‘F‘UPh in the same vein at
yokable offence as the red start of the second period, Shaun
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appearance for the f"u}‘ Steve Lovell combined to give The Latics a 1-0 1999-2000 and lost 2-1. It was the
scored the only goal of the game, in half-time lead, Martinez shooting past first time we'd started a campaign
front of 3,730, with a flfr__u ourth new Gillingham goalkeeper Jim away since 1986—7 when we won
minute penalty, after Les Stannard owing a pass from Seba 2-1 at Newport County, Mark
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1 men with Adrian Foster scoring from dose our goals.
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between Billy Manuel and
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Good afternoon everybody and a
very warm welcome back to krbs
Priestfield as we look forward to
starting the new season in our
new division, League One.

In footballing terms it's been a
comparatively short summer this year
but it feels like a very long time since
we were celebrating promotion on
that magical day at Wembley in May
The response from our Medway
and indeed our loyal supporters
throughout Kent was absolutely
tremendous and once again illustrates
the outstanding potential our club has
within the county. Over 30,000
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Gillingham fans packed out the blue
half of Wembley Stadium that day my
only concern is how we will get you
all in here this afternoon

As you may have noticed there are
one or two references to Wembley ir
this afternoon’s programme and it
seems the club has a real feel good
factor about it this summer. Our
profile has risen sharply and we were
honoured this summer as Sky Sports
News joined the leam for a seres of
highly entertaining packages covering
the first three weeks of pre-season
lraining

It was certainly a welcome change
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‘... The response from our Medway and indeed our loyal supporters
throughout Kent was absolutely tremendous and once again illustrates
the outstanding potential our club has within the county ... "

10 see our players featured in the throughout the ground and | would this level before and the calibre of
headlines alongside the big summer like to thank all our ground staff for teams wvisiting Priestfield in the coming
stories of Cristiano Ronaldo, their tireless efforts across the months is very exciting. The presence
Manchester City and the ongoing summer. of Leeds, Norwich, Southampton and
saga at Newcastle United. Our lads | would like to take this opportunity Charlton has turned this division into
are even featured in the photo on the  to thank all of our corporate sponsors  a mini Championship and we all look
front cover of this season’s Football who have renewed and a special forward to the challenges that lie
League Handbook, let’s hope we can thank you to our season ticket ahead
keep the upward momentum on track  holders who stayed faithful with us As ever | am always pleased to
this season. last year and we hope will enjoy this receive your views so please e mail

I would also like to start the season very special season. me at mjones@priestfield.com. Your
by saying a huge thank you to all the The gate for this first home fixture thoughts, opinions and comments
supporters who turned out in force to  of the season is expected to be very can make a real difference to the way
congratulate the team at Rochester high despite the lunch time kick off we run the dub
Castle and throughout the Medway In my view there has never been a
Towns on our victory bus Parade. stronger line-up of sides competing at Enjoy the match. Mark

The council did a very spedial job in
organizing the open top bus and

the reception in record time. The
thousands of you who lined the route
made it a very spedal occasion for all
the players and staff and | know the
memories from the day will be
cherished for many years to come.

Ready

As usual it's been a busy time
behind the scenes at Priestfield this
summer and while the Manager has
been busy enhancing his squad our
ground staff led by John Plummer
have worked hard to get the pitch
ready for the big kick-off. Straight
after the play-off semi final the pitch
was scarified, a process which
resulted in the removal of 50 tons of
rubbish from the top surface. We
then injected 80 tons of sand to help
water drain away more quickly,
seeded with rye grass, fertilized and
finally laid down a further 60 tons of
top dressing. Fingers crossed the pitch
should be in top class condition this
afternoon.

You will also notice that we have
resurfaced the front of the Brian
Moore Stand and have replaced
perimeter boards and hoardings
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Welcome to the By Official
Appointment Business Directory,
an initiative helping bring together
local businesses and Super Gills
Fans created to appoint local
businesses as an official supplier to
the club and ultimately you the fans.

in this handy directory, you will find a
list of the companies taking part in the
Look out for our By Official
Appointment logo displayed at shops
and Iin advertisernents

These

scheme

npanies are counting on your

SUppo
success as money raised will directly
fund the Gills Centre of Excellence and
Youth Development

You can save money through discounts
and exdusive offers, so don't forget to

to make this programme a

mention you are a Super Gills fan

Aerial & Satellite

A1 Digital Systems

16 Roundwood Close, Chatham
0800 316 5928

Alarms & Security

Lifeline Fire & Security

16 Queendown Avenue
Gillingham
01634 373 522
Balloon Decoration
The Balloon Business,
15 Ingram Road,
Gillingham,

Kent ME7 1SB

Tel 7555

WWW

01634 57
theballoonbiz.com
Building Services

EBS European Building
The Atriur
Dorking

Surray i-?;.! 14
Tel: 01306 646
Car & Van Hire

ord Self Hire Co Ltd

Curts

1XA

659

Car Service & Repair Company

Contract and Building Cleaners
DB Facilities Management Ltd
Unit 16 Cloverlay Industrial Park
Canterbury Lane, Rainham

Kent MES 8GL 0800 2944122
Decorators
Malcolm Paul Turner Decorators,

123 High Street,

Rainham, Kent ME8 8AN

Tel. 08452581616

Web: www. mptdecorators co uk
Deliveries

IAC Delivery Solutions
Unit 15 Castle Road Te
Castle Road, Sittingbourne,

Kent ME10 3RG

01795 475222 / 07768962026
Dentists

Franklin House Dental Practice

15 Franklin Road, Gillingham

Kent ME7 4DF

Tel: 01634 577794

10% Discount Season Ticket Holders
Electrical Contractor

A Osborne Electncal Ltd

50 Chattenden Lane, Rochester
01634 251 503

Golf

Medway Golf Centre Ltd,

Unit 1, 24a Longlet Road, Rainham
Kent ME8 7RU

01634 262002

Internet Advertising

Locallife M w‘:deV,

88 Rock Avenue,

Gillingham,

Kent ME7 5PS

Tel: 01634 320635

Mobile 07970 :‘8(1 34

locallife.co

WWwW uk/medway
Up to 50% discount on selected
links for Gills fans

Discover everything |

Email: medway@loc: co.uk
Interior Building Contra(tor's
Mandave Project Intenors Ltd,

Unit M, 256 Lower Twydall Lane,

WWW. mandavepro ""?\"".."'jl_:-w: C

Optician
Specsavers Opticians,

137 High Street

r’1|ii|"\r_]h:,r'|'

01634 583 350

10% Discount Season Ticket Holders
Photo Copiers & Printers

Smart O Solutions Ltd

20 Churchill Square
Kings Hill,

West !.laimg(

Kent ME19 4YU
423 5195
WWW.S0-s net
Prestige Vehicles
Essential Limos,

a0 Birch Gro ve,
Hempstead |

07867 ”-M-T'w.'_

Removals & Storage

Reliable Removals, Unit 16/17
Cloverlay Industrial Park Rainham
0800 0289 162

Saunas
Medisaun,
Rainham 08
Sign Manufacturers & Printers
Universal Printing Group,

Unit 1, Galley Hill Trading Park,
London Road, Swanscombe

Kent DA10 OLQ

01322 388250

Taxi

Viokes Taxs,

3 Old Road, Chatham

01634 222 222

Travel Agent

Co-Operative Travel, 130 High Street
Gillingham, Kent ME7 1AP 0163
Vending

151 Berengrave Lane,
71 423 5974

upercups Vend

<
4 Ulley Road, Ke

»/ 0D

tl

indows, Doors, (tmu-w.ﬂmn-s
wehard Whinebous O bk

Windscreen Repairs
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BE YOUR CLUB’S
BEST ARMCHAIR
SUPPORTER!

 The Gills
Holiday Club

Guaranteed holiday savings simply for being a fan,
and we also give the club a few quid too! ;

Going Pracz 1" Caok
Stores nationwide

thomascooksport.com/gillsholidays

No mambership or proof of tesng a supponar reguered. Supporiers receve & Quarartsed discoumt on package holidays opersted by & Thomas Cook lowr operaion and on /{s\
holicays opersted by selected non-Thomas Cook tour operators. Applies 1o summer ang winter package holidays, clity breaks cruises, wwcewamm wesxsngd | u
bresis/hotel-only. Al holidays are subict 10 avalabiity and mlevant tour opersior’s booking conditions. Tarms and conditons apphy 10 o bookings - see
wave thomasoookesport com for oetais. Dscount can vany - piease ask Tor detads at tme of booking. Diecount canned be combined with any other discount or offer Boolangs
must be mace &t 3 Thomas Cook or Going Places Store. by caling 0570 751 2554 or onfine &t thomasoooksport comvgiishoiidays. Calls e charged 2t local re plus network

exras. Thomas Cook Spon & a trading name of Thomas Cook Retall Lid, ABTA JBE0N, acting as an agent for Thomas Cook Towr Operstions Lid, ATOL Protectad 0620 -



A warm welcome back to the
KRBS Priestfield Stadium.

The opening day of the new footba
season Is always a day that is looked
forward to by many

new season, which for every

L is the start of a

orter up and down the country,
1S going to be "our season’.
For any Gills fan

promises to be the next step forward,

this season

after the very successful season we
had last season ch finished with a
never to be for day out at the
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\ 1

new Wembley Stadium last May
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Executive Suite Holders

Season 03/10
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GFC COMMERCIAL

of the ME
5 plus all the other coastal
and outlying areas of Kent. The Sale

team of Sue, Max, Nick and myself

postcode

A

AN

in Augusl 2006. | wol

1in all of these
tinue the good Jo
ionships we already have built up and wish them well fo
It would be great to

the Gills and The Robins feature in

working ha

as, lrying to

with Companies, and at the same 5£as0
time, looking to develop new business
as wel next season’s Championship League.
tC Enjoy the ;:xf:-"'h-:'

Mike Sullivan Sales Manaager

would like

welcome loday's

Vokes Taxis Ltd

GILLINGHAM FC SALES TEAM:

hA

guests today are

Lance Ridden and arK

Mike Sullivan -

he transp t nsullivan@priestfield. con
business, offering a reliat f Sue Lapping -
loor service o the public and private 3pping@priestf
Established in 1958, the business Is Max Sf.a”y
ne the guests and supporiers Nick Nicolau
1 ears there and made v § 0 e

krbs.com| aossorne

Electrical Ltd

!

Wiltech Engineering

.' Reason |

MEMS Power
Generation

Kent Regional

and med

MARK
McCALLISTER Bell Glass %

D. SHEEPWASH —
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AWAY DAYS

e by Andrew Ford

u-h.

l"/ﬂ
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Winning promotion at the end of
last season has meant that
Gillingham have lost their nearest
away match, the 62-mile round
trip to Essex to take on
Dagenham and Redbridge, and
regained the longest possible, the
696 miles to Carlisle and back.
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s away from Priestfield and we match in charge of The Gills before Norwich City were back i

\
failed to win any of these, drawing at his sacking season, when both clubs w

There have

Two weeks later we are due to make Championship

our first appearance al sladium.mk

yme of the MK Dons since the start
i campaign. The MK

ing their home

ere pl
tour w matches at the National Hockey

miles {(an ave

round trip), v
number has reduced to 6,910

T
It

ie Gills now ha

“ ... This season’s
fixtures include

three at stadia where
Gillingham have not
previously played.
The first of these is i) v e Ealei =
Tuesday week’'s short  the month when there are most miles
hop to Essex to (1.2 SIROLIE SN DN
take on Colchester S TS T
United at the ground Gillingham include the marathon 69¢
they moved into at SRR SOANG 1D KO “Enk, Vi
the beginning of

2008-9..." ourney to Brunton Parh .
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Plough & Chequers

Danes Hill. Gillingham

Livingstone Arms

Livingstone Circus, Gillinghan

The Edge Bar

80 High Street. Gillingham

If you see, hear or are
the victim of racial,
homophobic or disability
abuse call Kick It OQut on
08001699414
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WELCOME TO

SVWINDON TOWN

SQU (
C( JIUND
l‘-./'IPr‘aq#r Danny Wilson's side only
avoided relegation to League Two
by four points last season and he
immediately began his rebuilding of
the Robins by showing 13 of his
squad the door. He offered new deals
to just four players and that quartet
were goalkeeper Phil Smith,
midfielder Craig Easton and defensive
duo Lescinel Jean-Francois and Patrick
Kanyuka.

Another departure was top scorer
Simon Cox, who'd scored 47 goals in
88 appearances for Town incduding

'\.lr\"

32 last season, when West Bromwich
Albion finally had an offer, reportedly
£2m, accepted. Both Leicester City
and Celtic were believed to have had
previous bids turned down.

Not surprisingly Robins chairman
Andrew Fitton told BBC Points West
the offer was “full and fair®
Arriving at the County Ground are
centre-back Gordon Greer following
his release by Doncaster Rovers
goalkeeper's David Lucas from Leeds
United and Jakub Sionkowski fom
Zaglebie Lubin, Hibernian winger
Alan O'Bnen, the versatile Jonathan
from Leeds and Celtic

Douglas also

defender Scott Cuthbert

It was alsc reported last weekend
that the Robins had taken Senegalese
striker Mouhamadou Seye on tnal

PRE-SEASON ROUND
Town returned for pre-season training
on June 29 before travelling out to
Austria for a week where they were
based in Kaprun. They played three
games while there, the first two were
against Romanian sides CFR Cluj and
Universilate Craiova. Anthony
McNamee was on target in the 1-1
draw against CFR Cluj while a single
goal from Lecsinel Jean-Francois was
enough to earn the Robins viciory
against Universitate

Nexl up was local side TSV St
Johann where the two sides shared
six goals, Town's scorers were Billy
Paynter (2) and Sean Morrisson

On their return they faced three
games in the space of three days. The
first at Hungerford Town ended in a
3-0 win thanks to goals fron
Stephen Morrison, Billy Bodin and
Scott Spencer, a single Jonathon
Douglas goal saw
before a younqg side were beaten 2-0

Craiova

i Lutony Towr

at Chippenham Town

Their first home fnendly ended
goalless against Champeonship side
Cardiff City then
Gordon Greer proved enough to beat

W.B.A at the County Ground

a header from

Town then beat local side Swindon
odd goal in five
with Yan Klukowski (2) and Jon-Paul
McGovern finding the net for the
League One side.

Our Cariing Cup opponents

Supermanne by the
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Plymouth visited the County Ground
last Saturday and ran out 2-0 winners
and they were due 1o wrap up their
pre-season games at Cirencester
Town on Tuesday night.

WILSON HAPPY....

Speaking before last weekend'’s
defeat against Argyle, boss Danny
Wilson stated that he'd been
happy with his team's pre-season
preparations to date.

They had managed four clean
sheets in the last five matches and
Wilson told BBC Wiltshire: "It's great
to get an unbeaten run, we'd like to
go into Gillingham unbeaten as it
breeds good habits. We're doing ok,
that's all we're saying, we've done
nothing yet.*

The Wiltshire side conceded far too
many goals in League One last season
(71) and Wilson has worked hard to
improve his defence

He added "I think the lads are
getting the bit between their teeth
now, they quite like these clean
sheets. "

CHIEF EXEC CONFIDENT
Town's chief executive Nick Watkins
is confident Lhal his side won't get
left behind in what look’s to be a
competitive League One.

He told BBC Wiltshire that the
league table will look "remarkably

like the Championship® with
Southampton, Norwich and Charlton
dropping to join Leeds, all of whom
have played in the Premier League
within the last six years.

But while he is adamant that the
Robins will struggle to match the
playing budgets of those sides, they
will compete on a level playing field
with the remaining teams.

He said "In terms of the Walsall's,
Oldham’s and Tranmere’s, we can
compete. We are more than capable
of competing with them, but | was
looking at the annual reporting
accounts of Chariton and their wage
bill is staggering. "

CHAIRMAN'S EXPECTATIONS
Swindon chairman Andrew Fitton has
told his manager he wants the team
to be challenging for a League One
play-off place this season.

After a disappointing 2008/09
campaign, the Town supremo is
expecting more. He told BBC
Wiltshire that he thinks his targets
are stretching but realistic, he said "I
want to be in and around the play-off
positions and then | wanl some good
cup performances because people like
the exatement of cups.®

Of course he appreciates that
competition at the top of League One
is likely to be stiff next season with
certain clubs expected to spend big
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money to earn promotion but he
added "There's no lack of ambition.
it's all about achieving continuous
progress and sustainability. "

NJURIES
Lee Peacock and Hasney Aljofree are
both likely to be out of action for
months to come, according to
Swindon manager Danny Wilson.
Aljofree injured his knee ligaments
last December while Peacock has had
two operations this summer to try to
solve a long standing back complaint.
Wilson told BBC Wiltshire it could be
some time before either plays again.
*| couldn’t even put a date on it for
you because we just don't know at
the moment, it's disappointing. We'll
just keep working with them the best
that we can.”

There was better news of new
signing Scott Cuthbert, who had a
hernia operation this summer. He said
" Cuthbert will be up and running by
the first week of the season, there's
no doubt about that. Hopefully we'll
see him in one or two pre season
games before that_*

BACKROOM RESHUFFLE....

Not all the changes have been to the
playing staff as boss Wilson has
drafted in both Peter Shirtliff and
George Wood

Former Mansfield manager Shirtliff,
48, played with the Town boss at
Sheffield Wednesday, and has more
recently been assistant to Ronnie
Moore at Tranmere, he comes in as
assistant manager

Former Arsenal and Everton player
Wood has meanwhile agreed to
become the Town's new goalkeeping
coach.

Shirtliff told BBC Wiltshire: *The last
time we worked together was at
Barnsley and that was very successful.
Whilst we are friends we're still
professional and we've both got our
own opinions and that is healthy.

He added “I've not come down here
to mess around and Danny’s the
same. We want to do the job right
and get the club going in the right
direction.” We both like to play the
game the same way and I'm
optimistic we can do well."
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Another change see’s ex-Gillingham
winger David Byrne, the former
assistant manager, named the cub's
new head of player development.

NEW SKIPPER.....

Former Kilmarnock centre-half
Gordon Greer, who spent three
months on loan at the County
Ground last season, making 12
appearances, takes over from Hasney
Aljofree.

The 28-year-old Scot who joined the
club permanently during the summer
from Doncaster Rovers told the
Swindon Advertiser “It's a massive
honour. When | came here on loan
last season | captained the team for a
few games. The manager has given
me the captaincy and I'm delighted -
it's a big honour and a great feeling.
He added "At the tail end of last year
we showed some really good form
and if we can keep that going then
we can get better. We've got a good
base to the squad at the moment,
but the manager wants to bring in a
few more and I'm sure there will be
quality players who can bolster the
squad and push us up the league.”

DEVELOPING FROM WITHIN
Swindon announced during the
summer that they are prepared to
start paying fees 1o sign youth-team
players from other clubs in an
attempt to improve their own junior
set-up.

David Byrne told BBC Wiltshire:
"We can now go and identify players
we've never been able to before.”

He also revealed that the dub are
looking to extend their scouting
network into mainland Europe

He added "We're going to try to
build a foundation where we're
looking for home-grown talent. But if
we can't get that home-grown talent
then we need to broaden our
horizons and see if we can get into
the European market and bring in
some good kids. "

Chairman Andrew Fitton also
believes the club's future is very much
tied to the success of developing their
own players.

He said "We see a much closer
assocation between the youth, the

reserves and progression into the first
team. We've been generating about
one player a year over recent years,
so, on my principle that you've got to
improve in small steps, two would be
a good start.”

LOOKS FAMILIAK.

One player in the Swindon squad that
may look familiar to Gillingham fans,
Jonathan Douglas. Both Douglas and
Jay McEveley made ten appearances
on loan from Blackburn Rovers during
Stan Ternent’s short reign which
ultimately ended with the last day
relegation from the Championship at
Nottingham Forest on the final day of
the 2004-05 campaign.

After leaving Ewood Park he joined
Leeds United and went on to make
166 appearances in four seasons at
Elland Road. He has also been
capped eight times by the Republic of
Ireland and despite playing at full-
back for Leeds last term he will revert
to his old central midfield role for
Swindon.

On signing for the Robins he said
*|'ve played in the division for a few
years, played a lot of games so
hopefully can add some experience.”
Manager Danny Wilson's top priority
this summer was to strengthen the
spine of his Swindon team, and
Douglas’s signing will undoubtedly
help that and the admiration appears
to be mutual as the Irishman added
“He's one of the main reasons why |

signed here. He seems a good man to
work for.”

THE LAST TIME WE MET....

The last meeting between the Gills
and Swindon was late April in the
2007-08 campaign when a goal at
each end of the 90 minutes saw the
game end all square.

It was not the result that the
majority of the 6334 crowd were
hoping for against their great rivals as
it left thern on the brink of relegation.
The game started well for the home
side when Nicky Southall's free-kick
was headed home at the far post by
Garry Richards, the ball going in via
Petr Brezovan's left-hand post.

Unfortunately despite dominating
for long periods the Gills were made
to pay by Hasney Aljofree’s 88th-
minute equaliser. The home defence
failed to clear Jon-Paul McGovern's
corner which allowed Aljofree to
bundle the ball home from close

range.

Gills: Stillie, Richards, Cullip, King,
Southall, Crofts, Maher, Lewis (Ba
89), Nutter, Mulligan (Ol 67),
Jackson. Unused Subs: Kiely, Bentley,
Griffiths.

Swindon: Brezovan, Smith (Joyce
86), [fil (Morrison 34), Aljofree,
Vincent, McGovern, Easton, Timlin,
McNamee (Paynter 68), Cox, Peacock
Unused Subs: Smith (P), Allen.

Hasney Akofrae
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TODAY'S VISITORS

SVWINDON TOWN

Profiles of today’s visitors to the krbs Priestfield Stadium.

n loan fron

Manager rebuilt |
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DAVID LUCAS
Keeper Lucas progressed through the
ranks at Preston North End, making
well over 100 appearances for the
Lancashire cub in a ten year spell.
After leaving Deepdale he spent time
with Sheffield Wednesday, Barnsley
and Leeds before signing on at the
County Ground this summer
2. 5C0 CUTHBERT
Scottish defender Cuthbert is another
new arrival for Swindon joining on a
free transfer from Glasgow giants
Celtic. Capped at Youth and Scotland
B level he failed to make a senior
appearance for the Bhoys but
enjoyed a successful loan spell at St
Mirren last season.

9. JEREL IFIL

Ifil graduated through the youth
academy at Watford making a hand
full of appearances for the Hornets
After three loan stints at the County
Ground he signed a permanent deal
with the Robins in June 2004 and
has since made nearly 200 league
appearances for the dub.

6. GORDON GREER

Anocther Scotland B International,
Greer joined Swindon from
Doncaster Rovers on a two year
contract this summer after completing
a loan at the County Ground last
season. The defender was on the
books of Blackburn Rovers as a
youngster and has also turned out
for Clyde and Kilmarnock

7. JON-PAUL MCGOVERN
Scottish midfielder McGovern began
his career with Celtic but made his
league bow during a loan spell with
Sheffield United. He enjoyed success
at Livingston, Sheffield Wednesday
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and the MK Dons before following
his former Manager Paul Sturrock to
Swindon in 2007.

8. CRAIG EASTON

Like McGovern, central midfielder
Easton arrived at the club during the
tenure of Paul Sturrock in 2007

A Scotland Under-21 international,
he made well over 200 appearances
for Dundee United and includes
Livingston and Leyton QOrient among
his former clubs

10. MICHAEL TIMLIN

A graduate of Fulham’s youth
academy, Timlin failed to break into
the first team at Craven Cottage but
gained valuable first team experience
on loan at Scunthorpe and Doncaster
Rovers. After enjoying two loan spells
at the County Ground he moved for
good in 2008 and was a near ever
present for the Robins last season.

ANTHONY McNAMEE
Diminutive left-sided midfielder
McNamee spent six seasons with
Watford making nearly 100 league
appearances for the Vicarage Road
outfit. He joined the Robins in
January 2008 and has rarely missed a
match for Swindon since.

12. PHIL SMITH

London born Keeper Smith was a
youngster at Millwall before enjoying
spells with Kent non-leagque sides
Folkestone, Dover and Margate.

He was spotted by Swindon whilst
playing with Crawley Town and
signed permanently after completing
a successful trial.

14. SEAN MORRISON

After starting his apprenticeship

with Plymouth Argyle, highly rated
defender Morrison moved to the
County Ground in the summer of
2007. He made his league debut in
the 1-1 draw with Gillingham at
Priestfield in April 2008 and is set for
a bnght future in the game.

15. KEVIN AMANKWAAH

Right back Amankwaah joined
Swindon in June 2008 from Swansea
City ending an injury plagued two

year spell with the Swans. He began
his career at Bristol City and has also
featured for Torquay, Cheltenham and
Yeovil Town.

16. HASNEY ALJOFREE

An experienced defender, Aljofres
was on the books of Manchester
United as a youngster before
completing his apprenticeship at
Bolton Wanderers. After a handful of
appearances for the Trotters he joined
Paul Sturrock’s Dundee United and
later followed his Manager to
Plymouth, Sheffield Wednesday and
finally Swindon

18. ALAN O'BRIEN

Republic of Ireland winger O'Brien is
another summer recruit for the
Robins, ammiving on a free transfer
from Hibernian in July. He began his
career with Newcastle United and
made five appearances for the St
James Park side before trying his luck
north of the border.

19. JEAN-FRANCOQIS LESCINEL
Lescinel was born in French Guyana
and played his youth football with
Paris Saint Germain. Short spells

with Sedan B, Falkirk and Guingamp
followed before he joined the Robins
in Jaunary on a short term deal. He is

a full international for Haiti and
recently signed a new deal to keep
him at the County Ground.

20. BILLY PAYNTER

Striker Paynter began his career with
a successful six year spell at Port Vale
with whom he made nearly 150
appearances. Moves to Hull City

and Southend followed before he
transferred to Swindon in 2007,
although predominantly a striker he
can also operate on the right wing.

21. LEE PEACOCK

A vastly experienced striker, Peacock
joined the Robins in 2006 from
Sheffield Wednesday and has now
made over 120 league appearances.
Impressive spells at Carlisle and
Mansfield earned him a move to
Manchester City in 1229 but his most
prolific spell came with Bristol City
where he found the net 54 times in
144 outings.

SQUAD PLAYERS

The Robins first team squad also
includes young defenders Callum
Kennedy, Nathan Thompson and
Kasali Casal, Wingers Lloyd Macklin
and Mark Marshall, reserve Keeper
Mark Scott and midfielder Kurt
Hammonds
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Just three days after the first leg Sime
stalemate at Spotland the Gills NEerve
faced Rochdale for the right to
play Shrewsbury in the League
Two play-off final.
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After an agonising two week
break the Gills date with destiny
finally arrived and over 30,000
of Kent's finest were on hand
to witness the Wembley
spectacle.

From the intensity of Gillingham's
opening 45 minutes, it was hard to
that just eight months

earlier seven goals had separated the

» sides as the Shrews ran out

comfortable winners at the
Meadow.

Barcham, Weston, Ol Wright and
Nutter all had great chances to score
in the first half but time and ag
their efforts were snuffed out by the
Shropshire sit

am

es outstanding young
keeper, Luke Daniels

After the restart events unfolded in
much the same vein as Daniels denied
first Barc
excellent saves.

As the half wore on the ude of the
ame changed and with the prospect
of extra time looming it was
Shrewsbury's turn to enjoy the
balance of play

Then in the final minute Gillingham

were awarded a corner, Josh Wright

ham then Jackson with
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icked ball into

post and one of the shor

the near

esl man on

eon Jackson, appeared
unnoticed to glance the cross off the
back post and into the net

The blue half of Wembley erupte

and, af the first ime of asking, The
Gills had secured their return to
League One

Gillingham: Simon Royce, Barry
Fuller, Garry Richards, Simon King,
John Nutter, Stuart Lewis, J
Wright, Curtis Weston, De

Simeon Jackson

nis Ol
Andy Barcham
Subs not used: Mark Bentley, Adan
Miller, Alan Julian, Mark McCammon
Albert Jarrett

Shrewsbury Town: Luke Daniels
Darren Moss, Neil Ashton, Graham
Coughlin, Kelvin Langmead, Ben
Davies, Paul Murray (David Worral
74), Grant Holt, Chris Humphrey
{(Moses Ashikodi 90+2), Nick

)
Chadwick (Omer Riza 79)

Kevin
Mcintyre Subs not used: Glynn
Garner, Shane Cansdell-Shenff
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John Nutter is one of the hardest
working players in the Gillingham
squad and just last season, fans
saw why Mark Stimson rates him
so highly.

For last season the accolade of Mr
Assist went to our tireless left back,
an accolade he is more than happy
with.

Talking about the ten assists he
contributed during 2008/09 Nutter
said: “| managed to get into double
figures last season which is nice. |
took quite a lot of set pieces so that
accounts for most of them.

“Hopefully | can get a few more
from open play this year and continue
to provide the assists in the coming
season.”

The Gills star left back only missed
one game through injury in the dubs
successful promotion campaign and
that comes despite the fact he was
carrying a hernia injury from January
onwards.

It is a credit to his commitment
that he could still make those runs
down the left wing to provide the
ammunition for Simeon Jackson and
his fellow goal scorers.

Discussing his stvle of play he
added: "I do like to get forward as
much as | can and set opportunities
up and help develop the play. My first
job is to defend though, so hopefully
| can do that side of things just as
well.”

Nutter played as part of a fairly
settled back four last season that saw

Simon Royce keep
nineteen clean
sheets, something
the Gills haven't
managed for many
a year.

The charismatic
defender believes
that is part of the
reason that the Gills
secured promotion
via the play-offs, on
that fantastic day
in May.

He said: “The last
twelve to fifteen
games | think it was
pretty much the
same back four for
every game. | think you could see
that there was a good understanding
and we kept a lot of dean sheets as
well last season.

“Throughout the play-off final |
don’t remember Shrewsbury having
much chance to score particularly. We
were a decent unit and hopefully we
can continue that in League One next
time out.”

The play-off final was not John
Nutter’s first experience of Wembley,
like several of his Gillingham team
mates he played there for Stevenage
in the FA Trophy.

Season

Talking about Wembley he confessed
it was a totally different experience
playing there with the Gills.

He added: “It was a quite a hard
road to begin with at Gillingham, we
had such a devastating season with
relegation in 2007. It was a big relief
and a big sense of achievement to go
back up.

“With Stevenage it was a great day
out but with Gillingham it was more
about business and it was such a
great feeling to take Gillingham back
to where they should be.”

Despite being a virtual ever present
last season, Nutter is taking nothing
for granted for the 2009/10
campaign.

Revealing his main target is to be in
the team for today’s game against
Swindon, he said: "I want to do
things differently this season as we

are in the League above. My main
focus has to be, being in the team for
Swindon and then to try and stay in it
throughout the season.

"The aim is really for the boys to
play well and enjoy it, as if we have
no pressure on us | think we can have
a good year.”

Like all of the players | have spoken
to during the pre-season build up,
John Nutter is another who believes
the team can hold their own.

He added: “| feel like there is less
pressure on us next season, so we
can go and play with a lot of
freedom, which is the way the Gaffer
likes us to play.

“If we do that we will upset a few
teams and we will have a chance of
getting quite a few points, our main
aim has to be to get as many points
as possible.”

With no contract offer on the table
as the season came to a close John
took the bold step of having a hernia
operation.

Business

Revealing why he did it this way, he
said: “The gaffer was very open and
honest with me and has been since |
have worked with him. | sort of knew
that as long as | came back fit and
the operation was a success | knew |
would be ok

“Luckily for me it has turned out
that way, | feel fit and | am ready to
go for the coming season, as we take
on League One.

The team may have done the
business on the field last season but
the players know the supporters
played a huge part in Gillingham's
success. Their support will be vital
again this year and Nutter was full of
praise for the Gills faithful who back
their team home and away

The 27-year-old said: " You only
have 10 see all those people who
turned out at Wembley they are
fantastic, it speaks volumes for the
club

“They helped us out massively on
the day and | am sure they will play a
massive part this coming season. As
long as they stay loud and keep with
us | am sure we will all be successful
together.”
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GFC MEGASTORE

SHOP OPENING HOURS 9AM - 5PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY;
9AM - 1PM SATURDAY. OPEN FROM 9AM - 3PM
THEN FROM 4.30PM -5.15PM ON MATCHDAYS
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CALL AND COLLECT SERVICE
FROM THE MEGASTORE

Buy your favourite Gills goodies before
the match from the megastore and
collect them after the game!

the final whistle

GFC MERCHANDISE NOW AVAILABLE
TO BUY AT ASDA SUPERSTORE IN CHATHAM.

ADULT SHIRTS: £39.99

KIDS SHIRTS: £26.99 / £29.99
ADULT SHORTS: £13.99

KIDS SHORTS: £11.99

INFANTS SHIRTS: £20.99
INFANTS SHORTS: £9.99

_LARGE AND YOUTH SOCKS: £7.50

50Y SOCKS: £6.95

Get kitted out at the megastore today or buy
online at www.gillsshop.co.uk
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BRENTEFORI
Strikers Ben Sfﬁsura and Sam
Saunders, along with defender Danny

Foster all made Th'.-_ move from East to

West London having signed from
Dagenham and Redbridge.

The only other new players to arrive
at Griffin Park are Notts County
winger Myles Weston and goalkeeper
Lewis Price who has agreed to join
the Bee's on a season-long loan from
Derby County.

Manager Andy Scott has however
stated that he is still planning ‘fur*-,hfer
moves in the transfer market
3RIGHTO

N & HOVE ALBIO!

—fr—]

Nottingham Forest have signed left-
back Joel Lynch for £200,000 in :
move that also saw Matt Thornh H
move to the Withdean on loan
New manager Russell Slade (above)
has also brought in a number of

other new faces. Milton Keynes Dons

winger Mark Wright was first and he
was followed by the signing of
Stockport duo Gary Dicker and James
Tunnicliffe. Former Gillingham captain
Andrew Crofts then joined on a two-
year deal along with 26-year-old
former Motherwell goalkeeper
Graeme Smith

Derby County striker Liam Dickinson
arnved for a fee believed to be
around £100,000 while Jake Wright
has moved down to the coast from
Blue Square Premier Crawley Town

BRIST

Thuem hasn't beﬁ.—n too much
happening at the Memorial Ground
this summer, the only new arrivals
being Carl Regan (MK Dons),
Dominic Blizzard (Stockport) and
Fraser Forster, a young keeper on
loan from Newcastle United

Rovers boosted their scouting
network by bringing in former player
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John Anderson who will track
potential targets in the north joining
former Pirate Giuliano Grazioli who
has agreed to
London area
The club have also appointed former
Oxford United boss Darren Patterson

as their new head of

look at players in the

youtn

CARLISLE UNITED
United are still waiting to find out
how much Danny Graham will boost
the coffers after the striker joined
Championship side Watford, a fee
will be set by tribunal. They have also
lost the services of fellow forwards
Michael Bridges and Danny Carlton
Boss Greg Abbott probably spoke for
numerous managers when he said
“We need to find an exdting devPr
wha scores goals, but its not easy
The only new faces at Brunton Park
W l'-.qpr Matty R'ak*:s:m from

SO "rar are
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and keeper Lenny Pidgeley who was
released by Millwall.

Josh Gowling has of course joined the
Gills on an initial one month loan
from the Cumbrians,

CHARLTON ATHLETIC

Departures from the Valley include
Darren Ambrose (Crystal Palace),
Mark Hudson (Cardiff City), Zheng Zi
and Nicky Weaver. If the rumour mill
is true Ipswich Town are said to be
interested in Jonjo Shelvey, Reading
are supposedly looking at Nicky Bailey
while Chris Dickson is on Mark
Stimson's shopping list.

Spanish centre-back Miguel Angel
Llera (MK Dons), former Leeds full-
back Frazer Richardson and Scottish
veteran Christian Dailly (Rangers) have
joined the Addicks while Wade Small
has been on trial.

Boss Phil Parkinson spoke zhead of
the new season, he said "It's going to
be difficult but everyone is up for it."

COLCHESTER UNITED

Winger Mark Yeales joined
Middlesbrough and Bristol City signed
keeper Dean Gerken both moving
for undisclosed fee's.

Blackpool midfielder David Fox,
winger Ashley Vincent from
Cheltenham and defender’s Lee
Beevers and Magnus Okuonghae
have signed from Lincoln City and
Dagenham and Redbridge respectively.
Also arriving at the Weston Homes
Community Stadium are Carlisle
United goalkeeper Ben Williams and
Joel Thomas from Scottish side
Hamilton Academicals.

Rumours have it that the U's are
interested in re-signing striker Kevin
Lisbie, a former Gills loanee, from
Ipswich Town with boss Paul Lambert
saying "I'll bring in a striker and
then I'll be happy we can mount a
challenge. "

Other news has seen former Ipswich
Town defender Tony Humes
appointed as head of youth whil
Gary Holt, previously at Wycombe,
has joined as player-coach

EXETER CITY
Midfielder Dean Moxey has joined
Derby County on a three-year deal

for an undisclosed fee.

Joe Burnell (Oxford Utd), Barry Corr
(Swindon), Richard Duffy (Millwall),
James Dunne (Arsenal), Scott
Golbourne (Reading) and James
Norwoaod (Eastbourne Town) have all
moved to St James Park.

City appointed Andy Tillson as their
first-team coach to work alongside
manager Paul Tisdale but assistant
boss John Yems left the dub.

HARTLEPOOL UNITED

New faces at Victonia Park are
ex-Gillingham keeper Scott Flinders
(Crystal Palace), Stockport winger
Leon McSweeney, striker Adam Boyd
from Leyton Orient, defenders

Neil Austin and Peter Hartley from
Darlington and Sunderland
respectively, Denis Behan (Cork City)
and Jon-Andre Fredriksen (Sarpsborg)
Hartlepool boss Chris Turner has
brought in former Manchester United
and Middlesbrough keeper Gary
Walsh as the new goalkeeping coach

HUDDERSFIELD TOWN

Town have been quite busy in the
transfer market during the summer.
Midfielder Antony Kay (Tranmere
Rovers), central defender Peter Clarke
(Southend United), fellow defender
Lee Peltier from Yeovil and strikers
Robbie Simpson (Coventry City),
Jordan Rhodes (Ipswich) and Theo
Raobinson (Watford) have all arnived at
the Galpharm

LEEDS UNITED

Leeds have signed Northampton
Town right-back Jason Crc
‘:__h!' Itenham L'.L'r[.'?i’! Shane ‘-{n-',la}ﬂ and
Leicester City defender Patrick
Kishorbo.

Star striker Jermaine Beckford has
recently come off the transfer list

after initially rejecting a new three
year contracl al Elland Road. Captain
Richard Naylor will not be rushed
back for the start of the season after
having a back operation

LEYTON ORIENT
Two former Gills, Ben Chorley
(Tranmere Rovers) and Scott McGleish
(Wycombe Wanderers)
the Q's along wath Adnian Patulea

have joined

(Lincoln City) and James Scowcroft
{Crystal Palace)

MILLWALL

Goalkeeper John Sullivan arrived from
Brighton while Stevenage <kipper
Steve Morison was signed for a fee
believed lo be around £130,000
Fellow striker Jason Price, who spent
the latter part of the 2008-09
campaign on loan at the New Den
fromn Doncaster Rovers, has made
the move permanent

Lions boss Kenny Jackett (below) has
signed a new three-year contract

MILTON KEYNES DONS

Paul Ince has returned as manager
replacing Roberto Di Matteo who left
to take the job at WB.A

The new signings are Mark
Carrington (Crewe), Jermaine Easter
(Plymouth), Jabo Ibehre (Walsall),
David McCracken (Wycombe), Richie
Partridge (Chester), Stuart Searle
(Watford) and Danny Woodards
(Crewe) while Jemal Johnson has
re-signed for the dub

Ince spoke ahead of the season
saying “This is as tough a league as it
has ever been. If things go well we
will challenge but overall we are
building for the next two or three
years.”
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NORW
New Canaries boss Bryan Gunn
(above) has brought in no fewer than

CH CITY

11 new signings as City prepare for
life in League One. They are Ben
Alnwick (Spurs), Danish defender Jens
Berthel Askou, Matthew Gill (Exeter
City), Grant Holt (Shrewsbury),
Stephen Hughes (Motherwell), Owain
Tudor-Jones (Swansea), Goran Maric
(Celta Vigo), Michael Nelson
(Hartlepoal), Michael Theoklitos
(Melbourne Victory), Simon Whaley
(Preston) and Rhoys Wiggins

(Crystal Palace)

Norwich have agreed a deal with
insurance firm Aviva to extend their
sponsorship deal for a further year.
OLDHAM ATHLETIC

There have been plenty of new
arrivals at Boundary Park under new
boss Dave Penney. Joe Jacobson
(Bristol Rovers), Darlington duo Pawel
Abbott and Rob Purdie, Andy
Holdsworth and Jon Worthington
(both Huddersfield Town), Dean

Furman (Rangers), Keigan Parker

(Huddersfield), Phillip Ojapah (AFC
Liverpool) have all signed alonc
former Gillingham loanee's Dean Brill

(Luton} and Rene Steer (Arsenal)

un

athan Dyer ( Swansea City -
£400,000), striker David McGoldrick
(Nottingham Forest - u"-d\t-‘\ »sed fee)
and Andrew St
around £1.2m) hd".’—} a
Mary's during the
Following month's
takeover by Markus Liebherr was
finally completed and Alan Pardew
has been named as the new
manager. The Saints will of course
begin the season with minus 10
points after the club went into
administration under the previous
owners. At the time of writing the
only new face added to the squad
Dan Harding from ipswich.

uimmer

? turmonl a

.;

SOUTHEND UNITED

Thv only incoming transfer activity
has seen three players joining on
loan. Lee Sawyer has arrived from
Chelsea while defensive duo Matt
Hearh and John White have signed
temporarily from Essex rivals
Colchester.

T
N Y

PR "
'

T‘h iur) were sold bv the
administrators to a consortium
fronted by former Leicester and
Manchester City player Jim Melrose
and ex-Everton and Liverpool
defender Gary Ablett has been
named as the new manager

County received a boost when young
defender Josh Thompson was sold to
Celtic for a reported £500,000.

The only arrival so far has been
keeper Paul Gerrard as player coach
although former England striker
Michael Ricketts has been on trial,

SWINDON TOV
For all the news rnaard ng the
Wiltshire club, see the visitor's pages
elsewhere in this programme

TRANMERE ROVERS
Rovers surprisingly sacked manager
Ronnie Moore after the Birkenhead
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side failed to reach the League One
play off's last season r;-E_rg-‘jan:j

ger John Barnes w
new manager with his
rr_‘.rmr_—r Liverpool team-mate Jason
McAteer coming in as his
New signing Mark Allott has already
left for Chesterfield while other

newcomers are Luke Daniels and

45 Nameq as

15sistant

Shaleum Logan on loan fro
and Manchester Cn-,-
Alan Mahon (Burnley), Paul McLaren
(Bradford City) and John
(Hull City)

(& a,;':a_u_.'_.

Welsh

v arrivals at the Bank's Stadium
are Mark Hughes (Northan

sh O'Keefe (Blackburn)
(Luton) and Jamie Vincent (Swindon)
Boss Chris Hutchings realises his side

Sam Parkin

probably won't be among the front
runners, he said "You ¢
have an atlainable targel and people
should be in no doubt that we won't
be lacking in effort."

ild always

WYCOMBE WANDERERS
Wanderer's have signed Joe Cobb
from Leicester City, Michael
Duberry (Reading), Stuart Green
(Blackpool), Lewis Montrose
(Wigan Athletic) and lan Westlake
{Cheltenham).

YEOVIL TOWN

The new faces at Huish Park this
season are Dean Bowditch, Danny
Hutchins (Tottenham Hotspur), Scott
Murray (Bristol City), Stefan Stam
(Oldham) and Sam Williarns {Aston
Villa). They have been joined by the
loan signings of Reading's Alex
McCarthy and Spurs duo Mason
Caulker and Ryan Steven

Town manager Terry Skiverton has
made changes to his backroom staff
durng the summer. Following the
departures of physio Wayne Jones
and Hannah Manton, he has
appointed a new goalkeeping coach
and dub physio. Former
Middlesbrough and Brighton keeper
Ben Roberts joins the staff, he will
also act as chiel scout while former
reserve player Simon Baker, who
works at Yeovil General Hospital, is
the new physiotherapist.
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Main picture: Peter Taylor
Inset: Andy Hessenthaler

SCRAPBOOK OF 10 YEARS AGO

Andy Bradley reflects on Gillingham’s progress during the
1999/2000 campaign.

A new management team and a
brand new stand were both in
place as the Gills prepared for
the start of another season in
Division 2.

England Under-21 boss Peter Taylor
had succeeded Tony Pulis as team
manager with Andy Hessenthaler
promoted to the position of player/
coach and Steve Butler returning to
the club, also as a coach.

Having just failed to gain promation
the previous season — after losing to
Manchester City on penalties at
Wembley — hopes were high that
Gillingham would go up this time
round.

“| am delighted to be here and am
100 per cent up for the challenge,”
said Taylor. “We will be working to
improve everything connected with
the club.”

The new chief inherited a good,
relatively successful team and there-
fore saw little value in making
wholesale changes.

Instead he concentrated on
strengthening the depth and balance
of his squad with a bit of fine-tuning
thrown in.

But he did sign half-a-dozen new
players during the close season with-
out dipping heavily into dub funds,

Arrived

Defenders Brian McGlinchey (Port
Vale) and Barry Miller (Farnborough)
both arrived on free transfers, So did
midfielder Junior Lewis while 21-year-
cld goalkeeper Anthony Williams was
brought in on loan from Blackbum
Rovers

The only money spent amounted to
a combined outlay of £60,000 for

strikers Christian Lee (Northampton)
and Andy Thomson (Oxford United)

As we all know now some were
do better than others. Mind you,
that's nearly always the case anyway
isn‘t it?

Thomson definitely proved a
sound investmen! and gave an early
indication of his predatory instinct by
scoring Gillingham's opening goal of
the new campaign

Unfortunately, it was nothing more
than a late consolation In a 2-1 defeat
at Bury on Saturday, 7 August, 1999,
“It wasn't the result we wanted,”
Taylor admitted. “However, as far as
I'm concerned, there were more
positives than negatives to emerge
from the game.
“We had more of the ball than Bury
and created more chances than they
did. Yet we still got beaten.”
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TY GOODEN |

Ty Gooden for Gillingham. That's
a brilliant effort... OH WHAT A
GOAL! You won't see a better one
than that in the FA Cup! - John
Motson.

Winger Ty Gooden has just

equalised for the sex

ond tme to
make the score an improbable
Arsenal 2-2 Gillingham. His dipping
liey has sent players and travelling
f

ins alike inlo raptures, and provided

him with a career

moment he will

Chris Ray meets the men behind
some of the Magic Moments in
Gillingham History.

and perhaps one of those things that ) apprenlice
e the two most

ot my life: to rub

was Just meant to be, il was easily the
mosl memorable goal of my

“Of course Il was

raal " ko
extra special as i some of the best

Was players in the country on a daily basis

nvas Incredible

lal club and a lot

pite never being given the
chance to

T - Incduding my

<Till [‘I,..',._

make a hrst-team impact
' J D
A4 and Paul

during his time in North London, the I
Gooden has nothing but good Shaw received on that da

memories of his h Arsenal

Ti

mne wi
and the FA Cup Fitth Round tie ga

him the chance to catch up witt moact on v Iif 5 \
(T8 K
¥ ILES
A | "
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Making local matter more

The News

Chatham w» Rochester = Gillingham w Rainham = Strood

just got a whole lot better.
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and still ONLY 3
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Serving the people of Medway.

In print, online, all the time
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LOTTERY

WELCOME BACK 1o Superdraw with the lottery will arrange for an application to be
donating to Heart FM's charity sent out to you with a pre paid
With another season just Help a Kent Child. On Week 2 a envelope for your completed form.
beginning, welcome back to Krbs customer Mrs Edwards, from one of You can pay by Standing Order at
Priestfield for the 2009/2010 these newsagents, Seasalter Post just £4 34 per month or you can
campaign in League One Office won the £1,000 top prize. pay by cheque for 13 weeks (£13),
During the summer we have been | The members who have joined Half Yearly (£26), or annually {£52).
increasing the membership to our through these newsagents were If you pay by cheque we will write
lottery Superdraw. | would like to | happy to join Superdraw knowing to you to inform you when your
welcome the new newsagents that some of the money raised subscriptions are next due
who have helped through their would be donated to Heart FM's You will be entered into each
customers to add to our Superdraw | Help a Kent Child and to date we Monday's Draw for Cash Prizes of
membership have raised over £500 to the Radio £1,000, £150, £100, £75, 2x £5C
Our new newsagents are, Lanes | Station's charity 4x £25, 10x £10, 30x £5
Newsagents in Luton, Butchers Your selected Birth Date will also
Newsagents and Frindsbury News in | CAN YOU COMMIT £1 PER be entered into the Birthday
Frindsbury, Cliffe Woods Post WEEK TO HELP THE GILLS Accumulator Jackpot which on
Office, Crescent Stores and Smith & | week 11 will be a massive £700,
Rice Newsagents in Hoo and last We are still looking to increase our | so you get two draws for the price
but not least Rochester Sodal Club, membership of Superdraw even | of one with Superdraw
thank you to all these outlets and further so if you could commit just |
their customers for their support £1 per week to help the Gills Youth | Good luck to Mark and the boys
which has yielded over 150 Development and Community | today on their return to League
members to Superdraw with more Projects then please give me a call | One. Enjoy your day at the Krbs

still joining as we go to press Priestfield

if you would like to join

a customer

en please

ask for details on your next visit.

000000000

SUPPORTS HELP A KENT
CHILD

i GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLun | I
¥ sors0 marcw pay Lorrery

club we like to put

something back into the loca

: 3 | == . : Fowr Hundied & Filly Pounds | =
community which is where . ' ,[«-{m.uju n
Superdraw can help. In Whitstable | T ey i i '
agreed that three local | . TS - —

sV G Macklin j tare 250200

we ha
newsagenis wi
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Connections

Richard Day looks at some of the players who wore the shirts of

poth of today’s sides....

Over the years there have been a
number of players who have
appeared for both of today's sides
with current players Mark
McCammon and Curtis Weston
both having previously played for
the Robins and Jonathon Douglas
having previously appeared for
the Gills.

Centre-forward David Skea appears
to have been the first who was signed
from Town in July 1837. He made his
debut in the opening Southern
League Division One game that
season, scoring in a 2-1 win against
Chatham and the following week
scored again against his former club
as New Brompton enjoyed a 3-0

victory down in Wiltshire. Ironically
the last of his 14 appearances for the
club was in the return fixture with
Swindon in February

Other players in the early years were
Arthur Beardsworth, who arnived
from Town in October 1905 scoring
four goals in 24 games, Samuel
Simms (June 1921), Dave Rogers
(August 1926), Alan Scott (June
1933), Fred Fisher and Alan Fowler
(both summer of 1935) and Bill
Armstrong the following year

Pat Terry was a battling centre-
forward, who excelled in his heading
ability, and he certainly knew where
the goal was. Having previously
played for Charlton Athletic, Newport
County and Swansea Town he joined
the Gills in October 1958 for £4,000
In all, he scored 62 goals in 109
appearances for the dub before a
£5,500 move to Northampton Town
in July 1961. Spells at both Millwall
and Reading followed before a
£8,500 deal took him to Swindon in
February 1967. While at the County
Ground he added another 23 goals to
his tally in 61 games.

On leaving the Robins he joined
Brentford before continuing his career
in non-league football with Hillingdon
Borough, Wimbledon, Folkestone and
Greenwich Borough who he played
for during the 1975-76 season.

Left-back Dave Peach had a
tremendous goal-scoring record from
left-back which inevitably included a
number of finely struck penalties.

The former Chelsea schoolboy was
with local side Bedford Town before
signing apprentice forms for

50 THE HOME OF REAL FOOTBALL IN KENT

Gillingham in May 1966 just shortly
before being a ball-boy at Wembley
for the 1966 World Cup Final.

His goal-scoring prowess started as a
member of the youth team here at
Priestfield Stadium when he was
second top scorer, behind striker
Geoff Bray, two seasons running
1967-68 and 1968-69 in the South
East Counties League, netting 12 and
15 goals respectively. He also notched
a hat-trick of penalties during the
second-half of an emphatic 6-1
Southern Junior Floodlit Cup 1st
Round tie at home to Bexley during
the 1967-68 season.

Professional

September 1969 turned out to be
a great month for the full-back. He
not only signed his first professional
contract but then scored on his
Gillingham debut in a 3-1 home loss
against Barnsley. He also scored on
the last of his 205 appearances (12th
January 1974) but this time the Gills
were 3—1 winners away at Darlington.
In all he had scored 31 goals for the
Gills of which 15 came from the spot.

Days later he was on the move
joining then top flight Southampton
for £50,000, which was at the time a
club record fee received for a player
lust over two years later, Peach scored
a penalty in Saints FA Cup semi-final
victory over Crystal Palace, who
included Peter Taylor in their side, at
Stamford Bridge that put them into
the 1976 FA Cup Final. Of course the
South Coast side famously beat
Manchester United thanks to a
solitary goal from Bobby Stokes.
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His penalty in a 1-1 draw with
Manchester United at the Dell in
August 1979 made him the higt
scoring full-back in Football ngus—
history. While he was at the Dell,
Peach also won England honours at
both Under-21 and B level

Swindon boss Bobby Smith :a«;‘
£150,000 for his services in Mar

1980 but Peach never really hit it n‘rf
with Town fans because he’d replaced
County Ground legend John Trollope.
It probably didn't help v-’ha—-a they

lost -2 at Millwall on his debut
Remarkably, that was a hr-u‘—r result
than his debut for the Saints, a 7-0
hammernng at Ipswich.

After two goals in 53 appearances
for Town he signed for Leyton Orient
where he became one of the few
players to have played on every
Football League ground in the
country

Debut

Another left-back Andy Ford, was
signed by Bournemouth from his
home-town club Minehead but after
10 months at Dean Cr‘ur! he moved
to Southend United where he made
his Football Lea

In the summer of 1277 he joined
Swindon and went on to make 98
league appearances for the Wiltshire
side. Then Gills boss Gerry Summers
splashed out £30,000 which brought
him to Priestfield Stadium in July

1980 and after making a goalscoring e B -
debut in a 2-1 defeat at Exeter City
on the opening day of the season, a Things didn't go so well the n after Mark Stin
string of fine performances saw him following season and eventually after arnved
named player of the year 62 games he left for Swindon in Ironically former Arsenal trasne

Unfortunately a knee injury March 1998 for £120,000. While oden will probably | i |
sustained the following season with the Robins he scored 25 goals many Gillmgham supporters for |
eventually forced him into retirement in 73 league appearances before racking S4th minute eq
from playing but he has managed Peter Taylor re-signed him in a against the Gunners in the | |
Gravesend & Northfleet, Stevenage £ 100,000 deal that included midfielder th Round defeat a1 Hight
and currently is boss at Blue Square Ty Gooden February 200,
South Welling United. During his second spell here he Iy had previously made 169

Iffy Onuora had two spells as a helped Gillingham gain promotion 1 ippearances Tor nedor (ing a
player here at Priestfield Stadium the Championship via the Play-Off jozen goals, before armiving at
either side of 22 months down at the victory over Wigan Athletic at Priesthield in what was the first
County Ground. The former Wembley, and was to add another transler of the new mullennium
Huddersfield and Mansfield Town 26 goals 1o his tally in 86 games He scored a tolal of seven goals for
striker initially cost the Gills £12,500 After that spell ended he returned as the Gills in 69 games but his time
when he joined in August 1996 and a regular Radio Kent summariser here was hampered by injuries and
he went on to become the !wr\ scorer before eventually getting a coaching was later to have a spell at Canvey
in his first campaign with 23 goals role under the Ronnie Jepson regime Island
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While his team-mates were busy -
or not so busy - on their summer
holidays, Wembley hero Simeon
Jackson was extending his season
even further by turning out for
Canada.

Having started pre-season training
with the rest at the start of June last
year and then smashed 21 goals to
bring the Gills back to League One at
the first attempt, the 22-year-old
forced his way into coach Stephen
Hart’s senior Canada squad

Simeon marked his full international
debut against Cyprus with a goal,
and was then in the squad for the
CONCACAF Gold Cup, where Canada
reached the quarter-finals before
losing 1-0 to Honduras - and it is an
experience he thoroughly enjoyed,
even though he was restricted to a
substitute role in three of the four
games in the finals,

“It's been really good,” he said. "It's
a good experience for myself to play
on that stage and now I'm back and
looking forward to the start of the
season.

“I got on and worked hard
Unluckily | didn't get a goal but it was
a good overall experience

“It's been on and off. Whenever |
had the chance to get a rest | did but
I'm still feeling fresh, and now I'm
looking forward to getting started.”

2009 is already shaping up to be a

very special year for the man who
joined the Gills from Rushden &
Diamonds in January 2008

It started with a bang and that
wonderful goal against Aston Villa in
the FA Cup, and then Simeon took
centre stage in the play-offs with
both goals in the semi-final win over
Rochdale, before the last-gasp header
against Shrewsbury at Wembley in
May.

League

His international exertions are the
icing on the cake, but Simeon is
determined to keep his feet on the
ground and keep working hard
He added: “It looks like my best year
so far but the most important thing
now is to not get caught up in all
that and get my head down and
concentrate on what happens this
season

"It was a definitely a great season
but that's out of the way now and it’s
all about this season_”

And this season is a chance to test
himself against the likes of Leeds
Norwich, Southampton and Charlton
- and that is a challenge Simeon is
relishing - starting today against
Swindon.

“It's a big test, theyre a good side
and for us, taking that step back up,
we have to prove our worth,” he
added.
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“It's going to be a tough league but
we know what we've got in our
locker and we've got all the belief
that we can do well and push on
again

“Some people would say we've got
something to prove but it's a chance
to go out there and show what we
can do. In the camp we're not really
looking at it that way, we're just
trying to go out there and play good
football and win some games. "
Manager Mark Stimson makes little
secret of his admiration for Simeon'’s
ability and determination to improve,
and the Gills star admits that is a big
boost to him

“He’s done a magnificent job with
us,” he said. "He's built something
now and we've had success under
him and we're looking to push on
now. He's been magnificent with
me, he’s showed that belief and
confidence in me and it's just rubs off
and he’s done that with some of the
other players.”

But a summer away from the camp
has led to Simeon having to make up
time on his fitness by doing work
with Danny Ellis - the Gills” fitness
guru. And is he enjoying that?

“I don't even want to hear his
name,” he prickles. “Sometimes |
don’t even think he knows what he's
doing but he’s been good for the
boys. I've been lucky enough 1o miss
most of it, so | can't really complain.”

Simeon marked his return from
international duty with a goal at
Bromley, and he hopes for many more
goals throughout the season -
although he intends to keep his goal
tally a secret,

"I do have a little target in mind but
| keep that to myself,” he said. *| Just
get my head down and try and get as
many goals as | can when the oppor-
tunity's there.”

And if the chances are going to fall
to anyone, all Gills fans should hope it
is in the direction of Simeon.

Jon Phipps
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IN THE C

Welcome back to
the start of what
will hopefully

be as exciting a
season as the
last one with a
number of ‘big’
games to look forward to in a
very strong league.

The team was obviously buzzing
after the end of season win at
Wembley and are locking to carry our
end of season form into the start of
this campaign. There has been a
renewed interest about the dub
recently and so lets make sure we
give the lads our full support
throughout the year ahead

in the community department
we are starting our Girls Centre of
Excellence pre-season training
sessions before the start in September
when we host Oxford on the 5th

The trials held during May were a
huge success and we were able to
form strong squads at all four age
groups for the upcoming season
With a selection of last year's Under
16s moving onto the Gillingham
Ladies team we were able to attract
players from around the county to
our trials and subsequently signed a
number of new players who wiill

DATE .

10th-14th August

17th-21st August _

| VENUE 1

b,

team up with existing Gillingham C
of E players. Good luck for the new
season to everyone involved!

Qur work within schools has
finished for the summer break and
will continue in September so in the
mean time our Soccer Schools are
running throughout the holiday
period. We are running at a number
of venues across the county and

Borden Grammar, S_|{I|r1r_;b-:ur"-r‘
MOWMOE

Rochester Maths School
M) (M (W) (M (A

24th-28th August

Borden Grammar, Sittingbourne
(M) (1) (W) (0) (F

MMUNITY

Y

would love to see as many of you
budding young players of the future
there as possible. The courses are
designed 10 teach the kids new skills,
practices and games in a safe, fun,
retaxed environment and are stafied
by FA / UEFA qualified, CRB enhanced

coaches. See below

tor the table ol
dates and venues tor the remander

::‘ ?_!"n: summer penod

VENUE 2

VWhitstable TNty West jo
M} (T) (W) (T) (¢

Aviestord Sport .

M) (T) (W) (T) @

ALL COURSES RUN 10AM - 3PM £10 per day. FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CALL 01634 350125

ol
. o
In the Community =

in association with

THE FOOTBALL

LEAGUE

OR EMAIL gfcfitc@yahoo.co.uk OR VISIT www.gillinghamfootballdub.com
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STARTING XI

Summer Transfers

1. Name the duo who switched from
Arsenal to Manchester City?

2. Which England striker moved from
Portsmouth to Tottenham?

3. From which club did the Gills sign
Chris Palmer?

4. Name the player who left left Man
United for Man City?

5. From which club did United sign
Luis Antonio Valencia?

6. Ex-Gill Andrew Crofts signed for
which south coast club?

7. What was the fee for Cristiano
Ronaldo’s move to Real Madrid?

8. Which England full back signed for
Liverpool this summer?

9. Which club signed Brazilian star
Kaka in June?

10. Where will former Gill Gary
Mulligan (above) be playing next
season?

11. Barcelona and Inter Milan traded
which international striking duo?

Turn to page 65 for the answers.
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GILLINGHAM v SWINDON TOWN

/ WHISTLE BLOWE

-

‘B Ex-Referee Graham Dorkins gives us his
', perspective on the Men in the Middle.

There will be those, particularly costs his team dearly, and fc
if they inhabit a certain town in he is then castigated.
Shropshire, who are setting out Although conslantly assessed, as a
for today’s start to the season referee from outside of the Elite
under the impression that Premiership Panel, Oliver will not have
Gillingham are only back in been as used to the TV. scrutiny of
League One because the referee those more exalted offiaals, who
awarded them a last minute have their decisions analysed and
corner in the play-off final. regularly mocked by pundits on a

A last minute cormer which T.V constant basis, incduding their one
replays later showed should have time ally and colleague Graham Poll

~al 1 Y | t A | - 1% - sl 2
been a goal kick, and from v n, as who like myself, is now gamekeeper

Il know. an unmarked Simeon turned poacher, and loves to offer hi

eaded the game's only goal two pennyworth ir

ved that 1

werformance

1at the referee handled
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RESERVE FIXTURES

Football Combination Central Division Fixtures — 2009/10

Sept 16 Wed
Oct 28 Wed

Nov 4 Wed

Jan 20 Wed
Jan 26 Tue

Feb 3 Wed _
Feb 17 Wed

Mar ;2_4 Wed
2 1]

PPONE?
Brighton & Hove Albior
Leyton Orient
Queens Park Rangers

Aldershot Town
Millwa

Crystal Palace
Cveta =

Allarchst Traan
Aldershot Tow

Eastbourne Borough
Brentford

Crawley Town
Brighton & Hove Albion
Queens Park Rangers

Leyton Orient

7 r_\-ar_ll_:_ln__ Athletic
Aldershot Town
Gillingham

) Lewes

=000~

POS

1 Reading

2 Millwall

3 Crystal Palace
4 Southampton

5 Brighton & HA
6 QPR

F_inal -Fiesé-we Table

P D
18 132 3
W a3 4
. —
5 3
-
18 7 2
18 4 5
18 3 &
18 1 2

LG

= 52
6 23
6 -2
i
9 0
9 -2
9 -15
15 -63

et L (7 LAWY [PVY [V Y

N
|

&

wjw N wlolio|o

N

CHRYSLER

———

Jeep  whitehousemaidstone.co.uk
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GILLINGHAM v SWINDON TOWN

YOUTH REPORT

WHITSTABLE TOWN 3
GILLINGHAM 1

Gills win 5-3 on Penalties

Date: 04/08/09
krbs Belmont Stadium

Gillingham's youngsters
warmed up in style for the
new season by defeating Kent
League Whitstable's senior
squad in the krbs Cup.

It was the home side that took a
first half lead in the 18th minute
when set piece spedialist Gareth
Cornhill swung an inviting free
kick towards the near post and
Stuart Vahid buried his header
into the back of the net

Gillingham levelled the scores
five minutes into the second half,
Alex Brown was brought down
inside the area and Charlie
Stimson slotted home from the
penalty spot.

The home side retook the lead
as a coss from the left found

Stimson 2, Fisher

Vahid who made no mistake
heading in his second of the
match. But Whitstable’s lead was
short-lived as the Gills struck back
in the 61st minute, Tom Murphy
weaving his way into the box
before threading a cute pass
through for Stimson to equalise
again.

Strike

Alex Brown’s blocked shot
presented Sam Fisher with a
routine finish to put Gillingham in
front in the 74th minute but a
neat strike from sub Clint
Gooding forced the tie to a
shoot-out.

Jack Evans, Alex Brown, Sam
Fisher, Tom Murphy and Charlie
Stimson (right) were all on target
from the spot to secure the
silverware for the Gills.

=

N

Gillingham FC Youth Alliance Fixtures 2003,/10

Tenrer 103
August Z22nd
August 29th Southend United
September 5th

avtor et (YA

Sfe:pjié'n}héi 26th

t
:..!.
October 24th |
October 315t
November 14th
November 21st_

B *

“Dagenham &

iltwall”

April 3rd

Apdlioch

Peterborough United (YAC 1 Game 1) Home _

11.00am

1 171‘iﬁa'm
11.00am

11.004m

11.00am
™
11.00am

e

11.00am
11, 000m
Wy a
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GILLINGHAM v SWINDON TOWN

GFC SPONSORSHIP
To sponsor a Gills player call 01634 350350

MARK STIMSON m 2. BARRY FULLER 3. JOHN NUTTER

PLAYER PLAYER

SERVIES FOR
ALL YOUR BOAT
INSURANCE
NEEDS
www. edward
william.com

REGOR PRODUCTIONS -

4. STUART LEWIS 5. SIMON KING 6. GARRY RICHARDS

SPONSOR & & SPONSOR SPONSOR
E urc MARK DUE
Training MCALLISTER DILLIGENCE
Services & FANRLY
Ltd
KIT SPONSOR KIT SPONSOR
UP THE GILLS - MS. DONNA NUTT
JAMES EARNES

10. SIMEON JACKSON 11. ANDY BARCHAM 14. ADAM MILLER
. PLAYER ; o : 3 .

BEST WISHES
FROM DAVE
& ADAM
SHEEPWASH
AND VALLEY
COLTS FC

Camrgmutey bl

KIT SPONSOR
THE HALLING GILLS FILTAFRY PLUS

ANDY & MARTIN CRIST

KIT SOt on

amrgneten bid

21. DENNIS OLI 26. CURTIS WESTON 28. JACK PAYNE

PLAYER PLAYER FLAYER FLAYEN
SPONSOR SPONSOR e ONLOn womnon
HESYT WisMEs
OLl STALKER FRoMm DAVE
4| WISHES SIMON MD:::E"::: OROYJI. & ADAM
. ALL THME BEST } unitnans ten AIRFORCE SHEEPWASH
THIS SEASON AND VALLEY
COLTS FC
KIT SPONSOR
MERRELL FAMILY
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through sport
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GILLINGHAM v SWINDON TOWN

FIXTURES & CLUB STATS

PLAYING TODAY

SEASON 2008/09 FINAL ROLL CALL
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TICKET NEWS

TICKETS FOR THE FOLLOWING

HOME MATCHES ARE CURRENTLY

AVAILABLE -

Tuesday 11 August 2009
Kick-Off 7.45pm

v PLYMOUTH ARGYLE
Carling Cup Round One. Cat B

Saturday 22 August 2009
Kick-Off 3.00pm

v HARTLEPOOL UNITED
Coca-Cola League One. Cat B

UPCOMING ON-SALE DATES
Saturday 5 September 2009
Kick-Off 3.00pm

v EXETER CITY
Cuc. Cuid LFdQlJH One
nday 10 August 2009. Cat B

Saturday 12 September 2009
Kick-Off 3.00pm

v MILLWALL
Coca-Cola League One
Monday 17 August 2009. Cat A

Saturday 26 September 2009
Kick-Off 3.00pm

v NORWICH CITY
Coca-Cola League One
Tickets available from

Monday 31 August 2009. Cat A

CATEGORY A PRICES
Pre-matchday

Medway Stand Lower Tier

Blocks D, Eand F

All seats (no concessions) £26

All other areas -

Adults (22-64) £23
Senior citizens (65+) £10
Young adults (16-21) f16
Juniors (12-15) £
Juniors 11 and Lmdcr £7
F‘.-1.-=TL-*‘.C§'B\_|'

Medway Stand Lower Tier

Blocks D, Eand F

All seats (no concessions) £29

All other areas -
Adults (22-64)

Senior citizens (65+)
Young adults (16-21)
Juniors (12-15) £12
Juniors (11 and under)

CATEGORY B PRICES
Pre-matchday

Medway Stand Lower Tier
Blocks D, Eand F

All seats (no concessions)

All other areas -
Adults (22-64)
Senior citizens (65+)
Young adults (16-21)

Juniors 12-15 years
Juniors 11 and under

Matchday
Medway Stand Lower Tier
Blocks D, Eand F

All seats (no concessions)

All other areas -
Adults (22-64)
Seﬁlor C!*r_}'_i;l_‘i 65+
Young adults (16-21)

| Juniors (12-15)

Juniors {11 and under)

Rainham End

<t

Medway Stand

%
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HOW TO PURCHASE HOME TICKETS
1. By using the online eticket site at
hnps.ﬂem keting.co.uk/gillinghamfc
Tickets can be booked up to three
days before the fixture for which
they are being bought. Tickets
booked online will incur an
additional charge of £1 per ticket
but will be sent to the recipient
free of charge.

By telephoning Gillingham Football
Club on (01634) 300000 choosing
option 3. Tickets booked over the
phone will be subject to a booking
fee of £1 per transaction (50p for
season ticket holders)

3. By visiting the ticket office in
Redfern Avenue in person
Opening hours — Monday to Friday
9.00am to 5.00pm
Matchday Saturdays 9.00am until
20 minutes after kick-off
Non-matchday Saturdays 9 .00am
to 1.00pm

M

Please note that visually impaired
supporters can enjoy live commentary
at home maltches. These radios can

| be booked by contacting the ticket

office either in person, via the phone
on (01634) 300000 choosing option
3, or by emailing the club’s Disability
Liaison Officer David Burgon at

dburgon@priestfield.com,

Gordon Road
Stand

'../

Brian Moore
Stand




GILLINGHAM v SWINDON TOWN

AWAY INFORMATION

TRANMERE ROVERS

v GILLINGHAM
Coca-Cola League One
Saturday 15 August 2009
Kick-Off 3.00pm

Tickets for our match at Prenton Park
are only available at the turnstiles on
the day of the game

Gillingham supporters will be situated
in the Cowshed Stand behind the
goal, which can house up to 2,500
fans, is fairly new, covered, all-seated,
has good fadilities and offers an
unhindered view of the action

Admission prices are-

with parking priced at £4 per car
park tickets can be purchased in
advance from the ticket office on
0871 221 2001. Please note that
there i1s a residents parking scheme in
operation on many roads around the
ground.

Tranmere’s matchday programme 1S
priced at £3 for 64 pages and will be
available in the club shop and in the
away end.

CLUB CLASS TRAVEL
Adults £28
Juniors (under 16) £23

Coach departure times and pick-up
points are-

i 7.15am Sittingbourne Railway Station

7.30am Rainham Cricketers
8.00am krbs Priestfield Stadium
8.10am The Coach and Horses

Adults £17.50
Young adults (17-22) £9.50
senior dtizens (60+)  £3.50
Juniors (16 and under) £5

Supporters wishing to purchase
young adult or senior atizen tickets
must do so at the ticket office on the
day of the game and proof of age will
be required.

For those supporters wanting a
pre-match drink, ‘The Prenton Park
Hotel’, situated about 20 yards from
the away turnstiles, The Mersey
Clipper’, behind the Main Stand, and
‘The Sportsmans Arms’ on Prenton
Road East are recommended for away
fans. Please note that it is a criminal
offence to drink alcohol on the streets
of Birkenhead. Alcohol will also be
available in the away end.

There are several takeaways and
restaurants near to the ground.

For those fans travelling by car, there
IS a very large car park at the ground,

COLCHESTER UNITED
v GILLINGHAM
Coca-Cola League One
Tuesday 18 August 2009

Kick-Off 7.45pm

We have been allocated just over
1,000 tickets for the South Stand
behind the goal. Indluded in the
allocation are Family Stand ticket:
which include prices for under 75 and

under 11s.

Admission prices are-
Adults f
Senior ctizens (65+ 13
Young adults (17 to 21 £13
Juniors (16 and under) i
Juniors (under 11 (5
(Famuly Stand)

Jumiors (Under 7) {3
(Family Stand)

With the stadium being on the edge
of town there is very little choice of
pubs, with the nearest, The Dog and
Pheasant’, on Neyland Road, which is
next to a fish and chip shop, three
quarters of a mile from the ground,
for home fans only. For supporters
travelling by train, there are a few
pubs within five minutes walking
distance of Colchester North station.
A shutiie bus costing £1 runs from
Bluff Close, near the station, to the
ground

t is around two miles from Colchester
North station to the ground.

The stadium has 700 car parking
spaces, with parking priced at £5 per
car. Please pre-book by phoning the
ticket office on 0845 437 9089. There
are a number of local businesses in
the area offering parking for the same
price, whilst

parking at the Lubina Kitchen
Company in the industnial estate near
the ground costs £3. Please note that
there is an extensive residents only
parking scheme in operation around
the stadium,

CLUB CLASS TRAVEL
Adults

Juniors (under 16) £12
Coach departure times and pick-up
poinlts are-

3.45pm Sittingbourne Railway Statior
4 C'C_'Pr!l Rd“l"\"lql’ll Cricketers

4,30?[‘-1 krbs Priesthield Stadiun
4.40pm The Coach and Horse:

How to book coach travel

1. By rnging Dave o Jube Tayhs
01634 FS919 o T I
Lowenicdoe § G4 101809
everimgs belore ) [ Voo Hivw
{0 Limwe There will e an answed

s-f".x TRt E T5T e e

rAYe yiu

riarme andd turmbeer and your call
will e returmed

2. By visling the ticket olfice in
Redlerm Avenue (lor opening
hours, reler to the "How 1o pur
Chase home lickels’ section)

1. By telephoning Gillingham Football
Club on (01634) 300000 choosing

option 3.
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W % Fixtures & Results 03,10

Ccstty

LEAGUE 1

=5

A

Swindon Town Sat Aug 8 H KO.12.30

outh CC1_Tue 11 _H KO.7.45
Tranmere Rovers SatAug 15 A K.O.3.00
Coichester United Tue Aug 18 A K.O.7.45
Hartlepool United SatAug22 H KO.3.00
Walsall SatAug29 A K.O.3.00
Exater City Sat Sep S H_ K.O.300
Miilwall SatSep12 H KO.3.00
Leeds United SatSep 19 A K.O.3.00
Norwich City SatSep26 H KO.3.00
Southampton Sat Oct 3 A KO 300
Wycombe Wanderers SatOct 10 H  K.0. 3.00
Brighton & HA TueOct 13 A KO.7.45
MK Dons SatOct17 A KO.3.00
Charlton Athlatic SatOct24 H KO. 3.00
Southend Unlited Fri Oct 30 A  KO.7.45
Oldham Athletic SatNov14 H K.O.3.00
Bristol Rovers SatNov21 A K.O. 300
Yeovil Town TueNov24 H KO.7.45
Leyton Orient Tue Dec 1 A K.O.7.45
Carlisle United SatDec5 H  K.O.3.00 :
Huddersfield Town  SatDec 12 A K.0.3.00
Stockport County SatDec19 H K.0.300
Brentford SatDec26 H K.O.3.00
Exeter City MonDec28 A K.O.7.45 .
Hartlepool United  Sat Jan 2 A KO.3.00
Tranmers Rovers Sat Jan 9 H KO.300 g
Swindon Town Sat Jan 16 A KO.3.00
Colchester United Sat jan 23 H KO.300
Walsall Sat Jan 30 H KO.3.00
Brentford Sat Feb 6 A KO. 300 =
Yeovil Town Sat Feb 13 A  K.O. 300 B
Bristol Rovers SatFeb20 H_ K.O.3.00 .
Leyton Orient TueFeb22 H KO.7.45 B
Carlisle Unitad SatFeb27 A K.O.3.00 i
Huddersfield Town  Sat Mar 6 H KO.300 )
Stockport County SatMar13 A K.O. 3.00 o
Charlton Athletic SatMar20 A K.O. 300
MK Dons SatMar27 H K.O. 300
Oldham Athletic Sat Apr 3 A KO.3.00
Southend United Mon Apr5 H K.O. 3.00
Miflwall SatApr 10 A  K.O.3.00
Brighton & HA Tue Apr13  H K.O.7.45
Leeds United SatApr17 H K.0.3.00
Norwich City Sat Apr 24 A KO. 300
Southampton Sat May 1 H KO.3.00
Wycombe Wanderers Sat May 8 A KO 3.00
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GILLINGHAM v SWINDON TOWN

, ) L \ _ KEY Starting 11 (BOLD)
BEEBBBERE

R — e e —— — — -
— - A——
—

PARKING: Visitors to The KRBS Priestfield Stadium are respectfully remindad to use care and consideration
for local residents when parking their vehicies in the local roads surrounding the ground.

STARTING XI

Bl - G & Summer Transfers - answers from page 54

1. Emmanuel Adebayor and Kolo Toure
2. Peter Crouch
3. Walsall
4. Carlos Tevez
5. Wigan Athletic
- 6. Crofts (pictured) signed for Brighton
7. 80 million
8. Glen Johnson
— 9. Real Madrid

. Northampton Town
. Samuel Eto’o and Zlatan Ibrahimovic

- b
- 0
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COMING UP NEXT . ..

GILLINGHAM v PLYMOUTH ARGYLE
Carling Cup Round One, Tuesday 11 August 2009, Kick-Off 7.45pm

On Tuesday evening Gillingham
will be trying to put a stop to the
Pilgrims progress in the Carling
Cup, when Plymouth Argyle visit
krbs Priestfield for a first round tie
that will be decided on the night,
with extra time and penalties
available if required.

This is the second successive
e Gills have been
given a home match against a club

campaign that Th

from the division above in round one
of the competition. Last season we
hosted Colchester United and lost by
the only goal, Matt Heath scoring
after only ten minutes of a fairly
low-key encounter played in front of
a sparse crowd of 2,566 dotted
around the stadium

The last time we progressed further
than the first round was back in the
2005-6 season, when we defeated
Oxtord United 1-0 here, Matt larvis

onng the goal. In round two The

Gills knocked out Premiership side

Portsmouth at Priestfield, 3-2 after
extra-time. After Gary O'Neill had
opened the scoring for the visitors
after twenty-four minutes, Darren
Bytield equalised three minutes before
the break. A minute after half-time
Pompey regained the lead, Matthew
Taylor scoring with a penalty after
Brent Sancho had been adjudged to
have fouled O'Neill. After fifty-five
minutes, Byfield's long-range shot
rebounded off the post and went in
off visiting goalkee

per Jamie

Ashdown to level the score at 2-2.

Cross

Portsmouth could have won the tie
with just four minutes left, Svetoslav
Todorov slicing his spot-kick wide
atter he had been brought down by
Sancho. Gillingham won the tie four
minutes into the additional half-hour,
Andrew Crofts scoring, following a
cross from Danny Jackman. The Gills
went out of the competition in round

66 THE HOME OF REAL FOOTBALL IN KENT

three, 2-0 at Doncaster Rovers.
Although Gillingham have been paired
with Plymouth three times in the FA
Cup. Tuesday's meeting will

first-ever between the two s

o

League Cup. The last time we faced
The Pilgrims was a Championship

match here in January 2005, when a
crowd of 8,451

only goal ina 1-0

saw Crofts score the

victory
Last season Argyle finished one
above the

Championship, with their safety

legation 7zone In

from the drop only quaranteed in the
last week of the campaign. Manager
Paul Sturrock saw his side struggle
1o score on their travels, Argyle
managing just thirteen away league
goals in twenty-three matches, the
lowest in the division

Plymouth’s first choice goalkeeper is
Romain Larrieu (above), who made
fourteen appearances during a loan
spell with The Gills during the 2006-7

S€eason
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59-REG DEALS!

THE BEST CHOICE OF
DEALS WITH OR WITHOUT
SCRAPPAGE ALLOWANCE!

Scrap vour £51 95 ;Ult'::p':)l:;g:s;lowance OR RIO range from
A car and get Ypram o £7‘| 9 5
‘ aKiafrom F .

) £4 495’ — N ww  Save up to £1000

on selected models

v

A WA 5 il i)
79 9 5 with Hidsons UR cee'd range from
Scrappage Allowance

more efficient £8995

cars are cheaper i . FREE UPGRADE fromanGStoals
torun i TS - Save £1000!

. '5 or a SW Estate for the price of a 5dr =
Lower emissions and lower 3

Road Tax = lower running ; - ' .' -{ SaVe at |EaSt E1 000!

costs. Brilliant!

8 495 with Hidsons OR SOUL range from
Scrappage Allowance

3

£] 0495

S

selected 4| ,.-‘_.:'
O mm - s——\0S . -

—,

> Hidsons KIA @
Hdm < ?h&wmuwmumuﬂﬁlt:le 5 High Street, &
TRUST HOSON e ey S, KIA MOTORS
pane ::3‘1:;2”7 70 :’3‘1:5?&19i CEE'D I SOUL T

VIEW onlme at www hldsons co. uk

F J[L LC'\‘:.

RES IN MPG (L/100 ARE URRBAN 479 f FXTRAURBAN G4.2 (44) - 467 (58). COM
SICIAL €05 EMISSIONS Al 1 . . ' 1 195 OTR
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GILLINGHAM SWINDON TOWN
| I Simon Royce [ 1 3 David Lucas
L] 2 Barry Fuller L1 2 Scott Cuthbert
J 3  John Nutter O 4 Jonathon Douglas
L] 4  Stuart Lewis (1 5 Jerel Ifil
Ll 5 Simon King (] © Gordon Greer
1 6 Garry Richards O 7 Jon-Paul McGovern
L1 7  Kevin Maher [l 8 Craig Easton
Ll 8 Mark Bentley (] 10 Michael Timlin
9 Chris Palmer (] 1 Anthony McNamee
L] 10 "Simeon Jackson [0 12 Phil Smith
L1 1N Andy Barcham L) 14 Sean Morrisson
[l 12 Connor Essam 0O 15 Kevin Amankwaah
Ll 14 Adam Miller (] 16 Hasney Aljofree
(] 1% Josh Gowling 1 17 Callum Kennedy
L] 17 Andrew Pugh (] 18 Alan O'Brien
(J 19 Jacob Erskine (] 19 Lescinel Jean- Francois
(] 21 Dennis Oli J 20 Billy Paynter
L1 22 Tom Wynter ] 21 Lee Peacock
[} 23 Alan Julian (1] 22 Lloyd Macklin
J 24 Rashid Yussuff J 23 Nathan Thompson
(] 25 Luis Cumbers [0 25 Mark Marshall
(] 26 Curtis Weston [J 27 Kasali Casal
L 27 Luke Rooney [0 28 Mark Scott
(] 28 Jack Payne LI 29 Kurt Hommonds
1] 30 Mark McCammon ] Jakub Jesionkowsk

Referee: G D Horwood
Assistants: W Atkinand Mg G R Young
Fourth Official: D K Rock

NEXT HERE: PLYMOUTH ARGYLE
Tuesday 11th August 2009, Carling Cup First Round, Kick-Off: 7.45pm

24HR ONLINE SERVICE
TICKETS /HOSPITALITY /MATCHDAY BOXES

Available to book 24hrs a day at www.gillinghamfootballclub.com




